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KiPPOSEi To Mcord telBphonlc cwxversatiaoa lield this mo; 
TDk rvgtrdiiig the aboT»-capt£oo9<S cm** 




CorrAttion «nd liHean Secticn cocicsmlng th« Abcrre<<*ption< 
to the in^»» letter of Jmuery 5, requestlitf en lnrestij 

«S3 lied.ns oonsldttrvd for eaiplqTasnt b7 tHe An^. 
the Bir««u had em replied to thl* letter. |^ 





^ celli 
CMe ezui referred 

eaked irtutbtf 




, the CorreletloB Ad I^eieeo Secttoo oeiaed 

beck end edrls^d hia that <wr file reflecte thet the In^r'e letter 
oo jKiaery 12, l?^, *t t*iicJ» tUee the Arny wm adrLeed that ^ 

at ui 





repo! 



yf%i aclmowi 

ifivesUgatioD bad been lAsUtui 
fumlahed throu^ ^ajanela* ^ 
aetoowle dgaeat end wan ted to tacrw 

tRn*rar« eent to the Cfrii MfVice _ ^ ^ 

procedoree under the Iflymlty Prograa oo April 19, i9uo. 
oat that our fiUi shov that IndL-vidaal eoplet of the 1 
the iz«7 throo^ Uaiion channels ee April 20, 
thia vaa troe and he vaa in posaession of these re: 
in thia regard and thereafter he aated 
of iJifonaanta by the Bureao la Loyally ease* 
Instance eonfidential infomanta are erraluated aa . 

repart«« and aaggested If he wMttd to talk to aqBeope faaillar «ith the X«grtlt7 
rro^aa to dliaeuas the Mttar vithHHflBof the Loyalty SecUon^ 



conc< 



eoepietion the reaulta wold 
adadtted that he had the 
any fturther rajQj had errar been 

that the reprate of a foil field 
SoBiaalflo la accord ance with egt abliahed 

rnrthcr polated 
«r* flTec to 
indie«t«i thct^ 
led hla inqnlry 
ng the general erraloatiab ^ 
infonwd hla that in aadh 
reUibiUty in loyalty M 

^^^^^^ that he vaa Intera^ 

la knowing ifeeiher the Bure au»a lgya l^^.^2I££H£»^^°° ^ Sr^!5.ri^2rTll4^ 
cod£inal alleE*Uoo« agaiAstaV WKKM^^^^i ^ '^■d^f«»*«tad^-. 
the intaatication «t the An^WTquott and t^at w had f««^»J,«^«J2I«r*! f??*^ 
ia£ the riaulta of that toreetigatian to the w^Prtate authorlUea and that the 
question S \d abether the' allagaUona • oueetion foj 




_ 'thereafter pointed «it tol 

LTeaa'a loyalty itrregtlgttleo^ 



lai taneea « 



tid^^hWI 



ite M ^ch infoneanta oonld be takan al7 /Sl^rtl^ 
-ithat 'iban'tW Aireaa' eralaaled aa inf¥nrtnt aa of 
*««4.\r our paat eaqterleaea «lth that i nf^ryw^^ 






toen^Mlia'^Siy, we fi-d 
that we heid ao racaon to 

^ A/ 



8C 




question the reliability of the infonswt* He further pointed out to the Colonel 
that it was a matter for the krv^ to decide as t^jhai^j^^^^n they felt should 
be given to the statemen-^^^suclj^iifonnants* flHjl^^^^^^H^^^cated that he 
recognized this fact andjHH|||||m^then indicaC8^o|||HH^Hk|^that if the 

Army had any question concenun^the reliability of ai^^Srtxcuia^iuormants in 
this case, if he irould direct a letter to the Bureau we would endeavor to fximish 
any additional informatioi^^ our experience with the informant consistent 

with security* |MMHMH|HH^ indicated he appreciated this fact but stated that 
he did not have^BS^^^rec^^uch a letter to the Bureau since he was engaged In 
reviewir*g the matter apparently for the purpose of writing a mmaary on the case 
i*ich «had to be out immediately*" He further indicated that his inquiry had been 
satisfied* ^ 

As you will recallt MBMBBM^^s been identif i ed as *^C ase Ko» 3^ 
f^A t.AH >y fiftnftt.nr w^Qa^xifrff nn theTI66!r ol Ihe Sg^^^^y^Dorte^ln the^'Congresslonal 
Record of February 20, 1950* It appears from^PHHjH^^l^closing remarks that 
the Army is aware of this and may be concerned over the fact that he Is apparently 
still employed by the Amor* 



''Urn. 

it IH^wa 

position T 



It is noted that IH^Waa investigated by the Bureau at the Anay*s request 
but as an applicant for a position with the Quartermaster General of the War Department* 
Our file shows that the BegionaL Loyalty Board of the ^'ourth Civil Service Region had 
jurisdiction over the adjudication of the loyalty case pertaining to Meigs since he 
was an applicant apparently for a classified position* We received a disposition from 
the Loyalty Review Board under date of April 1$, 19l9, reflecting that JpHBhad been 
"retained" as an econojidst and educational specialist for the Department' or the Army* 
This disposition^ according to subsequent information set forth in file, was based on 
an adjudication of the case \rf the Fourth Civil Service Region Loy alty Boar d* Thus, 
the ArnQT did not in fact adjudicate the Ipyalty case pertaining tojj^ggU^ 

ACTION : None. There is attached a copy of a su mmary of the information 
developed during the loyalty investigation regarding furnished to 

the Director by memorandum dated February 2i;, 1P50, fi^onnection with the original 
identification by the Bureau of 68 of the individuals mentioned 1?y Senator McCarthy^ 



It appears that the only purpose for 
probability that the Amy is concerned over Sen 




call is the 
y's allegations regard- 



ing ^flSard is looking for an "oiit.^ It further appears that the Bureau has 
full^oischargei its responsibilities under the Loyalty Program in this case 
by providing reports to the Civil Service Commission in the first instance for 

further dissemination to the Army and in subsequently proviiing individual copies 
of the reports directly to the Army through Liaison channels # 
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Ur» Gladden rill fas 
661 Maxwell Avenue 
Boulder, Colorado 



Kb reft 29, 1950 




Pea 



rift*. Joiiea/ . ' ' .I.--,-- 

four letter dated lurch 22, 1950, hae been 

received* 

nth reference to the eubject you diecuee 
I thought you might lilce to read the copy of o etaU-^ 
ment I made before the Subcommittee of the i^gnqte 
Committee on Foreign Selations on lArch 97, 1^0, 
Thie'etatement eontaine my vtewe tn thie regards 



Sincerely youre. 



1 \ 



John Edgar Sooner 
Director 



■ ; 1 

■Stdtement before Subcommittee of the Senate Committee j 
on foreign Jtelati one, March 87, 1950. 
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^ 'r ra'-c-ell Ave. , 
■■"oi^lreri lolo,. 



a. 



;L::r.rt:'.er]t of Tuctice, 



r^ar ZiTi 

" p.n a naturr:.! 'V;orn citir.en of the Vnited States > and 
r t-:':;;-y^r, r.iso a hater of '^oan-nisn. 



" li^e fcr you to tell rr.e rhy it is necersa^ry fo* 

t];e rre:Tir:ent of the United l^^tp.tes to give his consent before tjhe 
n^jnocrs of '^or.c;re8s cr rny of Its CwmMittev-s can have access to' 
Loyalty Kecords of the ?:xecutive branch of t::e United States. | 
: ^ p.v.t to kno^ ^-Viat lavs, customs or the like regulate these natte^ 
."^f they are la^s yow dort reed to quote the:^ verbatim, only cit;e 
then, ^ J 

'^Lp^nkinfT you very kinlly for a short letter to advise qe, 



\ 



3incerely , 




r 



^nnounany 

GLADDEN WILLIAM JAMES 

As Candidate for Nomination ' . 

FOR CONGRESS 
2ND DISTRICT 
* COLORADO 




Don't withhold your vote today and let me on the ballot 
for the Primary Election. If you do, I will tour this district 
and show you the serious threat that Russia and CommuiH 
ism are to the welfare of the United States of America and 
to the World, according to the Bible; also what God mtrada 
to do with Russia, and what we the people of the Umted 
SUtes must do also. The children of Israel had somethmg 
to do in connection with the atheism of ancient Egypt 

I will propose a perfect working plan to avoid labor strikes 
every year when new contracts are wont to be made. I 
will show you a way to make new contacts and strikes 
unnecessary. Many other, helpful plans I have for tte 
welfare of the United States. This is atill democratic 
America. Give me your vote and insure me a place on the 
ticket Thank you. 

GLADDEN WILUAM JAMES 

Ml M*xwdl Ave. 
BOULDEK, COLOKADO 

Vor twcBtv yean EvmiiEdiat vaA MlssloiuuT->t-X<arfe. 
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BoltirAre 13, iu'aryland 
Dear , 

Tour letter dated 7Joro?i SS^ 2950, haa 
been reoetved and I do want to thank you for - 
your }^ind cements relative to the manner 
tOiioh thi3 Burecai has dtseharsed its responstbllityes, 

I appreciate your letting me have your 
thoiiahto Mh regard to ma7:tng FBI reports ai>ai2cibl0 
in certain instances, and I thought yon r.ight li}x 
to Icnow that this is not a matter within my discretion, 

FBI files are maintained as confidential 
in QCQordance with instructions of the Attorney 
General of the United States* Por your information, 
however, I fesl very atronglu that his policy in this 
regard is essential to the effeotive functioning of 
the FBI* 

Sincerely yours, 
J. M^ar Hoover 

John Bdgar Boover ' 



sag, 



dor 



— a 
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March 22, 19^ 

Hon. Edgar J, Hoover, > ^, ''li^-^ '- .'• 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, * 
.Washington, D. C. X^: i 



Dear Sir; 

First of all, let me congratulate you 
and your Bureau on the magnificent 
joh you have done for many years in " 
the Interest of our great country. 
Nothing but praise for you and your 
men is in order, 

Now comes the matter of F.B.I,, reports 
in the case of the accused personnel _ 

Senator McCarthy's charges. I feeX^ 
that Senator Tydings' Committee Inyef*/- 
gatlng these charges, should have th^r /ja . 
F.B.I, reports on the State Dept. [ i 
officials namei. There is too much 
evldenbe,that the Far Enstern Division 
of the State Dept. has acted consistently 
contrary -to: the interests of the U.S. . \ 
How else iianrVe get the Xr"*^ 7®^°^^^^, fc ^ j 

Senate Foreign Relations Subcommittee who 
are Investigating Senator McCarthy',*^ 
charges. 

Magy good wishes and the^nks for yo 
wonderful work, 

. Sincerely 





0 




Office Meml 'andum • u^^itEti j 




TO I THE DIRECTOR 
FROM i 2). J/^. Xodd 
SUBJECT: 



DATB: Marchlaif/^t 
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Peyton Ford advised me that he was going to adopt 
the strategy of trying to get the committee to agree to let 
the Loyalty Review Bofxrd revieic the charges of the cases 
involved in Senaior-r:2^i(la rthy i U allegations and thus take the 
matter out of the hand^s of the Committee^ Ee did not k^pt 
whether this would meet with any successm 



BULzdad 





/2/~ :>3a'7^— 
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March 2), 1950 
MSMOIUMDUM rOR lOU TOLtON 



MftlMNi called to adrU* m« UiaI «i«r« w»* •om« talk 



^ 19 M Ih* RfU M ta kov S«Mtor loseyKiiteCartiij vm t«MM telQ our files 



fkiftlM to ftWi^ II 
Wt Ikfll totttt b* comiBf Iron flto FBL t«neii»? If cMalM» eUM ^ai 
K ifiiilMaaltIf ft«Mlot Hickcalooper k«d Mt a< ^ — — e«kll« kt was w 1 



* If ka M BOl Sftld to Ow«^<t»tllmora •«wiU y«n go «» CkiM witk mat** 9mA of mtm 

£ JM teiteato« • tap. Ra alao eoawaaslad Ikal ka f«lt lh« «u«stioa m ta 

' V^\^«ia file* akooid W made vvallahla will ka atahkoraly prassad as tlma (oaa aa 
I -X ' ^ widaraUafa «iai ileCarlkr wrota ftomalkimi for IkU iltarBOoa*B ratawa |o 
^ka Prcaldaat la whidi kc talto kim fkat ka to ndarmtol^ Am •acttriljr «f ttM 



^Jnartrrkf Mlprodactof Ikaflto*. I latad matif —wo f f oat ti ew w— 1k|d H . 
^^X^aa ^p ta Ika AMoraay Qaaaral ta dacida «to toa«a; Ikat I kad ^avtoosly aiyraMod 
^ %7**V ^ «rar*«ll poUcy u far kack «a fka Capias Caaa, aM #lkoy caaoa fltal 
:ift IM artoaa. ««t «ka Alaa AkOTdd aot ka mada «vallaMa. Fwlkav, I cooanaatad Ikat 
iTkaateally felt OmI wkett a peraoa makes ckarfea as kaeva kaaa made to Ihto 
tostaaea 1^ it to cartatoly'aol tacumbeaft apoa Ike admtototratlaa to prove Ike 

f es. to oiker words. If a aaea makes aa allegalioB ke akoold cartatoly ke called 
^ to prove II kknaaU, alkarwtoe ke akoald aol kave made Ike aUegaltoa. t atatad 
very sertoas accosatiotts were sftsde sad mam Ikar a>ava calltog spaa fka VBI. 
laea tto vac«rda aad files to prove Ikese aUegaitoas. | vddad M t fall iMd 
set M over-aU kad precadeat; Ikat If toto aaa ke doae to aae casa, aaqraaa aide, 
r ea Ike Rouse aide or toe Seaate aide, caa get 
itaft are jvodaca fllea« aad If toey ara prt 
HiM ltoame aas«a«llaatogotogtokea>adetoalfPiiara 
f^Mm. I staied it did aot aeceasarUy follow Ikat If Ike fUea were produced Ikey weald 
' tato Ikeae allegaUoaas tool, aa a aaalUr af fad, t did aot ka 
ifkr was raiirria« ta eaeepi Ike alae fkat ke kas paktUlr 
hoa tatoiraptad sae aft tola poiaft to coeMaeal Out of courae I 

r«iy meaal Vr Aa top ttplOMlf Htil •« I ttf^ 55^^ 
Owaa Lattlmore toU I was mti^ m tesooY^ t« ^ 

Seaator Uellakoa fUa advUed BMnMSramuw^s^ toaascrip* kad kaaa 
af toeproceedtoga Mdke tooagkllaaigto^RHIfsUatltover. t«oaamaatedtt 
d my awck like to sea IkU especially ia view of toe geaeral aasiia apH ia toai 
hy to getlliw kto laformaftlca from Ike JBL He stated ke woald scad me Ae 



MY 



bi r*g«r4 to (be tpecaUtloa •» iea^oae£c«f McCartby** mvUrtal 
I •dviMd 6«a*tor McU«^c« that f*«terd«)rj||mP|PB||PP^ ttk« A«««pap<r fPontM^ 
caU«d wad is my aWaaca ttfkci to llr. ICiCkoU. I laTormai Mm Oat la^lr«i 
aa to idktlh«r McCarthy »aa fCtKaf hia iaformalioa ttom hart mm! the vaa toll 
MktA thU vaa a perfectly ootrageoua ^catlea ohvioualy w« would aet <• that, aaA 
Ihea ahe queried lAr. NichoU aa to my frieadahip for IfcCarfhy aad a* to aay •aypoaaAjr 
ftapoUicaa hackgrottad aad the waa taformtA that mai^ of fk* Staatoro vara > 
aldarcd aa any frieada hut that t hadaH occa McCarthy for wcafca ataea thto tfbUif '*\ 
happeaed hecau»a I had purpoaely refrkined from befog any place «h4rt I might 
fak yjth hisu ' ^he was aif o ad*ised ^&t ! I^id beaa luapAiAtad l^i 

meat uadcr a Patnocratta admiatttratloa aad had oanratf uader ho tt Kapo bUci 
Democratic Attoracya CeacraL I advlacd Seaator Mclfahoo that 
fttlte hoatile toward Aia Bareaa aad aa|lalacd to him gaaerally the haalo for iht ai 

. . •■ • ■• 

Xa regard to the geacral aaaumpttaa that ttla laformatioa waa cooidag 
tte FBI X told the Seaator that U too* waa vary much pttsded aa to where Ma *i 
waa comiag from; that I had certata aaapieloaa hot did aot haow whether they 
wary wcU fomided. Kewarar. I oUUd that I heUered ileCarthy had atthar oaBpiofoi 
•omtf «3c*Agcata of Aa Boraao or hod heaa ia coatact with fbans. AScMehoa fagUmfloi 
me at thia poiat to atoto that McCarthy had aald he ha d three ex-Ai 
ior him. further, I cocmneated that t uader etood 
waa 





^ The Saaator waa 

advieed that X had ragatttedTo complete avamnary oa the Lattimore c»»« OO that . ' 
I would haow what the facto ware la hach «f It. t ateted ftai wa had aevar mada a 
loyalty toTeatigatioa oa Latti more Vecavue 
i»t oac 




HcMahoa atated that of course as a »;atter of fact he • L«tlimore, ha* fttVe^ h*«~ 

fcthe atrlcUst seasa sa amplpyae of Um State I>epsrtmtai. 
was Tory much coaeeraedhecaasa McCarthy had stated he had ttw facto aad hs 

was wUUag to staad or fall aa this oae particular caae. Ae Laitlmore Case* fhwiglk 

whea he was sshed If he had actually aeea the fUcs tt Stld ao aad he waa warp *\ . 

avasive wlea aahed If he had aeaa fdkotostotle copies of «^e file or evideallyl; hid 

toXked wUh someone who had saaa the coptaSi McMahoa told McCarthy that If he had 

apea acceas to the flic Ihea certotaly his cooamlttee woold want access to ma IHe. . Uf 



I stoted very coafideatSally to Seaator McMahoa &st last Suaday alghl 



la his hrosdcsst Walter VlacheU mcattoaod a fellow hy the aame 



amsi tha^ he 



•Aid the FBI Had Adams In custody and tbc State Departmeaft ordered the. FBI to 
release him and that Adams was a top Russlaa spy* I staUd that this was aot 
correct at all; thai we had not had Adams la custody at say llmas «• had him 
under sunreiUaac* and while h« was under •umlllaace an aK*Agt»t of fh« Boroaa 
went to ttie New York Journal American and told them the story shout Adams and 
they printed it over my protests and AdanM disappeared. I further commented 
that WincheU called me last night and ststed that someone in Washington had 
called him for details regarding Adams and he was advised that his information 
on Adams was incorrect, and that if the person in Vashington who was»kiag for 
thi» information was aome Member of Congress or in a position where they think 
they can use such information and he did mat want to disclose his source of 
information he ought to tell Ihem Bo, 1 stated his source was a party in New York- 
City who, I thought, had gotten it from an ex- Agent and I did not know whettier 
this ex* Agent waa deliberately lying or whether by lapse of time he had gotten 
his memory twisted because these statements were not trna. 1 stated It waa 
merely a surmise but I felt probably the same thing had happened to McCarthy 
and of course ift was even possible ttat some disgruattcd Stata Dtpartmeat 
asr^loyea could be feeding htm « tot of storias. 




I commantad that I did aot Mow ttcCsrthy had staked aU on this partici 

case and 1 was only Msumiag If was Latttmor*. I sUted that when these cases wars 
mentioned in the papers they were unnamed and we triad to match them with our 
information but did not know how successfiil ws w ere and tha^Mjirstw e thought 
McCarthy was referring in this particular case tcflHHBHIHpP but finally 
figured it must be Lattimora. I atated that I felt in this case Ss lUid in the Coplon 
Case that any material in our filea should be kept confidential; that if one committee 
were permitted acceaa to our files then there wm no reason why another committee 
should not have acceaa to them, and of course thcra was the possibility that they |^ 
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mi£ht be ated M • politick lootbrfL I BUUd. IwmcYtr, tl«t o'jjf ^f* Jf^ 
^^f .Wert, wfco b.. «»e flnl d.cl.lon. decide. It he. to be 'i,^" *f... 

We done. I then dUcui.ed with bim generUly the v«lott. ..pecU o£ our problem 

>eg»rding the confldentUX .tetu. of our ftte.. * 

Very truly yeor.i 




John Edger Hoover 
Director 



cc-Mr. Nee.e 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CHECK MARK 

Mr. Tolson 
Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Glavin 
Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Gurnea 
Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Nease 
Miss Gandy 




See Me ( ) 

Note and Return ( ) 

For Your Recoiiunendation( ) 

What are the fapts? ( ) 
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, Office MemOn4^,i.,.yUm • united Siauco GOVERkMj5*NT 




: THE DIRECTOR 
1£R. D. U. lABD 

SUBJECT: "^j^^RROPOSAL BY SElffilE SOTCCUMITTEE Jfll 

/ TORSION jRmTioNS' TO oim 



DATErjjarch 24, 195t> 



To revlem the discussion at an Sxecutiye Session of the Senate 
Subcoimdttee, Committee on Foreign Relations, bald on liareh 21, 1950, 
under chairmanship of Senator Tydings. Others present irere Senators Green, 
Uclfohon, and Hickenlooper of the Cooaittee, and Senator McCarthy. On a routifiil^ 
slip attached to a transcript of the proceedings you -wrote: oRevlsw st onee . 
It was famished bj Sen. HcUahon." | / 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 

n Deleted under exemption(s) — — with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 



□ Infomation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 



□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 



□ Document(s) onginatmg with the following government agency(ies) — ^ 
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be advised of availability upon return of the materia) to the FBI. 
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FmU? CAPIL JF5 UP 
Deputy U» fi» Pepr»««nt«ll*f 
0}lt»d r»tlcns Stourit/ Cevmell 
Ira Tortt ^•Itjr 



; ' V. naitp Caryl bom lit »«» toric, B«w ToA, «a Jlau»iy ft, J»9T# ^Vv 

M th» ton •t Ii«ni7 ^SfaMe J»««HP ^ •jT^a anA tf»nr Bay StotMbwy bam U f i 
#hil«il*lpht«, ]^fuwylvMiU« attwixW* CotmbU ^Ytrtltgr U r#o«lT«4 

Col»bift Bfir 1b 1925, ftn4 to tb* «•« Terk 8Ut« Bar in 19S7« Frui 1937 to 194S« ^ , 

• Msbtr of %b« Uw Flm of P»rWr Pury*** »o* *l*r* »J»«« ko . 

lt«.i broa • »mbor of %h« ?koul«y •f CeluabU tW.Tartlty tt ««* Tork Ci«y. Ourinc ; 4 
lt2« oad W?B, b© «»■ Attittftnt ScUeitor for tfao V« <• Stato Dep«rt*iD|« tn im, | 
ht tarrod »• A**t«t«nt to EUhu Root at tlw wo&ftranot of Jurlitt on a Nrmaaaat 
Court af Intamatlctt»l JVatloa, laatwrod at «m Aoadafly of latarmtloml Uw • 
at th» Macui durtac la U30« «aa X^fial Advlcer to .tba Anarlaan Aabatcador 

to Cuba, J!e»»up hald tlw ptattlatt of CtelnMa of «»« OfCloo of Jbrtlfn fialiaf ia- 
tbo JJ, *• ?ap<vrlfceat of «tato tnm ^obruiry iBtll tfcowabor. Vt^M* IHirlnf, lt4S* a^ 
1»44» ba also ••rrad a« Aottstant Saorttary Oiwvtral at tho Tbilto^ fctloai lloUaf 
avd FahablllUtlea Atelalatrfttlea Caafar«iaa aai! tho 8r»tto« ITocda Canfoiwo. ^i '; « 
Jtoatttt if tho aotbor of wamrttm boda doalii^ witb Xntaraattonal U»« ^' ? 



Patia for Igraatlfiatlwn 



Oa »y »# law, a Loyalty of O a >a nM a u t Ibployaaa lB<raatlc«tiaA «iaa -./^ 
Instltutad oa rhllia Cajyl Jottu^ for tho potltiott of "iisnbor, V« 8. Mlctloa to tlM 
Vaitad B*tion«, tJ, !• Nparbwnt^ «tata* en tho follCTrla^g ^*»i<> 
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iTANDiAIID PORM NO^ 





Q "" 0 / • / 

Office Me) ^ idum • united ox1..js government 

TO : THE DIRECTOR DATE; March 24^^ 

FROM X 2). U. Ladd 

SUBJECT: 

For record purposes, it should be noted that I 
attended a conference with you in the office of the Attorne 
General on the" late afternoon of Uarch 23* Also present 
were J/essrs. Peyton ford and James Jlclnemey. On that 
occasion J the Attorney General called attention to the 
demandby the Congressional Committee on the President for -^yyy^^^ p 
the production of the files in connection with Senator \/^ ^' ^ i K j M^ 
McCarthy's charges of State Departmen t employees • {j \fx / ' 

"J'ili (mxlxned very completely and thoroughly yoifr^ , 

position with reference to the production of such files, i^^ 
that it would be an extremely bad precedent, that in the euen 
any change was made from previous rules with reference to the^ 
production of files that the matter would continue to plague 
the Department and the Bureau on every case that came up 
discussion on the Bill. Tou further pointed out that e 
President since George Washington had refused to produc^ ^ ^--w ^ 
and had been upheld by the Courts* The Attorney General indi= LH 
cated that he thoroughly concurred in your views and Ur. Peyton*^ 
Ford indicated that he had, as previously advised, pointed out 
to Senator Tydings and others the position of the Department 
and the Bureau, /^'^ 

The Attorney General, however, exhibited a note to you 
which he had received from the President in Florida, which Indt- ^ 
cated that the President thought that the position of the Depart-^ 
ment v:as peculiar and that he, the President, might have to take 
some other action. The Attorney General indicated that in light 
of this, he thought that it was necessary to immediately make V 
some definite ruling* Touconcurred and P^^'^tf^^ i^^'W^Afti^^ 
of the essence that a definite position ^^^^j-^l^^ fi^^^^j^ 
and that this position sh^^^^^^ n<^^ntaii^J ^_^(^^ f ^^^^^f . 

The Attorney General indicated thod ^ e 9f three positioiis^ 
could- te a6opU4i^^^ ^ , »^9^ i ■ 

* ^d) The%epartment ^uld nakeZ\he,Jiles available to 
the Commii't/e, in accordance with their tQilX^. |y 

A- . ^- ^S?v X . 

'^/'m<(2) 'fHe Attorney General could, on a confidential basis, 
in Execu^f6e Session, have the Committee call at his office and 
read your summary meynorandum. to the Committee, after securing 
assurance that it uiould be treated in strict confidence* The 
men^orandUM would not be made available to the Comiittee* n ^ 

Q ' ■ 7 • 

\ l''^t3}\Mhe Attorney General could ash the Cominittee Vkfi '-[ 



0 



- ' .1 
submit questions that they were interested in in connection wit^ 
this matter and the Attorney General could prepare a letter bacJ^ 
to the Committee giving the answer to those specific questions. 

The Attorney General stated he thought in the light o 
the President 's letter, it would be necessary that he talk to the 
President and ma'ze some definite recommendation^ otherwise he was 
fearful that the President would be advised by his advisors in 
Florida to viake the files all available • In view of that, the 
Attorney General indicated that he would be inclined to adopt th^ 
second, namely, to read the memorandum to the Committee tn 
Executive Session. 

Tou advised the Attorney General that your position was 
still the same, that you felt the files should not, under any \ 
circumstances be made available, that you would defer to his 
judgment with reference to Item §2; that, however, if this was ' 
done, a definite position should be taken that the files would 
not be made available at this time and in no circumstances would 
that position be altered once the memorandum had been read to the 
Committee* 

Tou suggested the desirability of a statement being 
issued by the Department advising of the position adopted by the 
Department and including a statement that the files would not be 
made available. 

The Attorney General indicated that he thought this was^ 
a good idea and suggested the desirability of a joint statement. ' 



During the time that you were in the Attorney General '5 
office, the Attorney General received a call from Senator Tydings 
who informed the Attorney General that he felt that the adminis'^ 
tration was losing ground in this argument with McCarthy and that 
a decision should be made by the Department one way or the other 
immediately; that if the decision was that the files v:ould not be 
made available, it would be necessary for the committee to request 
the appearance of the Attorney General and yourself either by 
subpoena or by letter to appear before the Conmittee and explain 
to ^thern why the files could not be made available. 



The meeting concluded with the Attorney General indi^ 
eating that he was going to propose to the President the reading 
of the memorandum, as set forth in Item §2 above. \ 



\ * 
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.\sTATir:iNT or \ 

{ '1 , CIKIFJL J. HOWJLFrvCGl 
>i30 P.M., OTvCH 27, 1950 



Vr. Chainttti I ftpprc-elatt th* op^^ox^J^lV of «pp*»ring befovt 
your eo^itt«« tod^y^ tog«tb«r «lth th« Dlr*otor of tb« r«d«rtl BurMn 
'^f Inv«»tl£atioa« In ord«r to dlteuM with yeu » Mrlou* prc>U« thai 



B h«» 6rl6«B la th* oours* of th« lavMtlgatloa that you urm oonAuotlsc 

EC ^ 

V ,^ ^ pureuant to Sensi* B«8olutioa jOl* Thar* liaa beca a graat daal of 

\ O g gB ' ' 

* 5. n talk about tha prod^ation bafora yoxir Coi^ni ttaa .of loyal tgr and ItiTestl-* 

^ 6^ R M 

|: i::^ ^ mE^^I^^^ fllairralatlng to tha paraon* ac^lnat whtm Sanator JfiaCartlqr ba» 
; ^ o i brought abargaa of dialo^^altya t think that It La vail that «a abould 

^ dlacuaa thia nattar togathar at thia tiaa in tha Intaraat of darliyiqg 

#/ •• ^ ' / 

aoaa of tha laaaaa* 



)1 I Dead not ra:BijrKl you tliet It la only a matter of aontha alnea I 

^ ^yaalf waa a aambar of that g^aat boc^r of Aieh thia GosL&ittaa la a part 

^ tha Unltad Btataa 8«aat«« Baring hmA tha priTllaga of aax^ng in tha 

V San&ta^ aa vail aa in tha ISzaeutlTa Brantfi^ I aa fUUy aaara and indaad 

♦ 

^ axtrarvaly aanaibla of tha dagraa of aooparatloa that auat axiat bat«aa«' 

> tha lagialativa and Xxaeutlra branehaa of tha QoTarnaant If «a ara td 

^ aaka our tripartita ^yataa of goTamaaat «ork# 

\) CooperatioBf lKniaTar« le but oaa faeat of the k«y to tha a:>lutlo* 

af our proUcB. If our triptrtita oritM la to «oxk« aaoh teaneh auii 
alao aerftfully avoid anoroaehlne upon tha prarogatlTOO of tht otber.^^ 



Tbl» is «uflb a bf »l« principle thut U «<ii w fnUed »« •*rly th« 
•dsilBif trutirn of our first ?r«»i<I«nt. On Ffetoasry tht ▼•ry 

a«r on «hioh th« S<a«U •(r««d to tb« lit • luUoa un4«r «hieh €oa- 

re«4 la th» Swaet* «b&ab«r. I your •t uctlo* to ooo {j»>»iii*ph of ' , 

that Ai^vM%, «hioh ap^e&n «a t>M* 2199 of t2i« Csa^rcssiottal Sooord <tf 

r^bnitrj' 2r> whicli to M aptly «t.atfta tha {Tiael;;!*! ^ »• 

vaftt ecv«>7i«d» ^r«iij«at lAt^hlAgtoD •Ut«di 

It 1« U;x>rUnt lUeirlee^ that tA# UbiU of lUlak- 
tng lA A frfct QGiintTy mhoVkU iOMlrt Oi^utioA In tllOM 

»«lvbs vltMn tUelr rer/tuM^e oc: ©tit ^tloaftl •pherei, 
»«>14ii*g to tb« MerelM of the poMr* of oa* depart- 
»Mt» tc wercf^ch upon «tnotb#r« Tht t^lrU of AnorociCb- 
E«nt teoda to eonpoiWAte tb# po»ertt of ^1 tht d%p^rt* 
rente Id ont, »n<* thu# to orerte^ whAtrrer the fccnn of 
gcvcxn^tnt, ft r«l detjotltt^ ♦ ♦ • » If, In tho cplft- 
Ion cf tr.e t^'rAt^ tbr diet rl but IcK or Bovllf ioetico of 
tbo conatitutlwiBl po««r» bo in ^17 peril euUr vroaj^ 
let it be corroctod by an o^cnt^j&eut in the **l«b 
tht ocnttltutlcn <!ttigntttt#~But let tUtrt bt w> ob^agt 
by aturpttlon; for thavgti thlt^ in cnt inaUr^tt, ftty bt 
ic;t Inttri^aitnt of fi&o6, At It tbt r.ittucitxjr tttpoa 
which frte eDvtnitaott »ro it»t»oytdo Tbo rtttooc^tnt mti 
^Iwyt frtttly overbtltnct In i^trmtntDt t^li tny ftirtltl 
or tv%ntitnt btntflt «bltb tbt «te tin tt tiv tlM 7ltl<I« 

PrtBident Vttfhlnfitcn wvt ti.ttklni from v^rtoMl tx^rlwot with tbt 
wtT7 prctAott tt not btwt bofort ut^-nti&tly^ « rt^uttt I9 ft ocngrtttiooftl 
Co iftltttt for tht protfuttioa dr dorvwrnto whicli In tht opinion of tbo 
txecutiwt brtr.th tutt bt htid tonf i^tntiftl in tht ^tilia inttrttt. tbt 
proU«i» jaa ta aa old a« tha Gcvaxuaaat Uaalf « 

In UtrOi of 179£» tha Hotwa of Re^rahOctatlyea adontad a reaolvtioa 
•sUV. liinlae a Co-^alttaa to inT;ulra Ir.te the e^A-sea cf tiie fail-ira of tha 
•x.>«<Jltton to:»«r ^»Jor Caoartl St. C}*lr, aw? aa/owerlRf fiat Com! i tea to 
etll f=r euch yapcra a»J reoorda ta alght ba naearaary to a»Ri»t tha Coa- 



( u 

■•.tt*t In it« XofiulpUa. tj» Douti hbuA lt» right to ln^*«tlc«U ea it» 
•cntToX ever ♦xtjendltur€ of ;>vbll0 KCn«7* tb* Co'-»ltt«» 

th» ?r*ftii5«nt for th« ij«}/«r* r«i»tlaf to tb» wapBlgn, Fwsl-'wfit tuiHlngton 
called • rtrtlac of hit C«bLn»t« Present *ar« Thca&» Jtfrwrtcn, Stert- 
taiy of CUt«, ll«»«n<!*r Bfcailton, £e«r«Ut7 of th« TrMfli^lj'i a»njy toox, 

S«er «t«ry of «tr, «nd M-ioaa Banflolph, tte Ait<^x«*jr C«n»rml, jPr#«l- 

' ■ , 

dftr.t sUted th»t h« had ««lZ«d hl» C«blnH tor«tb«r b«o»uM 1thl» U» >. , 

flr»t dtefcnd on tb« tTtwllrt fbr jwpert vlthin bl# oentroX ftiad b» d«ftirod 

th«t in CO far «« ib* aetloa takea would •cr.ttituU « jaraetdact^ it ' 

•bou}d b« rishtly tfoA^noiad. Preaidmt Tatblscton raadilj a^lalttad thai 

ha bad no doubt ef tha pro-^rLmtj of aUt tba Reuta ««» dciec» but b« 

lid acncalva that thara fclsht ba paper* of *o accrat a aatura tliat thjv \ 

eufbt not ba givan «9. tha Praeldaat and hla Cablaai eaM ta • wmifto^ 

acttcTvalon aa fbllovti ' 

first, t'.at t:.a Boii»a «aa ao li^ueti, and th<irafor« 
aleht Inatituta in^nlrlaa. ttaeond, that It Kight oall 
for phpnT* ganarallj. Thli>d# toat t'.a txec^tiva ovght 
to of'ttaunlosta auoh pap«ra aa tha fnablio ifced aculd par- 
sttf and ought to r^ftiaa thoaa, tba dlaalcaurt of vblA 
«ouId injnra tha pvl^lo* 

The praaadaoi thara Mt bgr Traaidont VbaHlngtos and Ma Cebiaat «»• 
felljwad In 1796 whan ba refaaed to ton^ with a raacXutloa ef t.'ia louao 
of lUipraeanUlivaa vhltA raqnaatad bi& to laj baforo tbo Houao 0 •off of 
tlsa Inatruetlont to tba Valtad 0Utaa Hiniatar «bo kagotlatad o tra«V 
with Craat BrltoU^ togathar irtth tba aorrcapoodanaa aud doau&anta rtUiiiiet 
to that traatjr. tm daclinlng to 9emAj» Fraaidont Vatblngtoo oUtads U ** 
if aaitontlol to tha duo admlnistratioo of tha CofnmmX that ii^a bouadatiot 
fixed bj tba c-t atltjllco betatan tha varloo* da^rtsanta shoald bo praaarrad, 
a Ju»t raRprd t tha C^-natltution and to tba dutjr ef aj offlea ♦ * • forbida 
a acft lianca with jour raiiueat.* 



. Zt to«r.ut« of tubh •xp«rt«n««# ih»t rr«eMt«i VaaihinfiUa twit 
ttpMi'to r«f«rf in his r«r«v*ll JLidrmtf, to th« i«port»no« of aaia* 
trlnlns th* in^*p«ai4«n«s of our oopArato brwdiM of gOT*na«tti« totor^ 
Prosldmt Jofforam rofMod to oUov two «««boro of hlo OKbinoi to Mip?!^ : 
(ioeua«at« st tbo tria of A«roA Burr, tk 1025 rrotHont Soniroo 4ooXittod «• 
oeaplj vith A roruost of tho Bovso of Xopr«»Ai»UvMi to irttasalt lo tho 
aottse oortKln doouaonio roUilac to tho oooduot of mv»1 offleoM* I» U33 
FrMildont Jatikooa r*fuoo4 to oonpl/ «lth o fiiuito roquoot ttuii ho oooKualo«to 
to it o ooRf of a popor yurportlnc t9 hctvo hem rood hla to tho boftdo ol" 
tho oxoottti^ dopurtMoU relotlac to tho rooovcl of tho dopooito of p«ibtit 
wmtr from tho ftoik of tho Qbitod itoUt* Za Xi*e6 Prooldwit CloroUad : 
•apportod hio Attonigr fitBorol*o roftiMl to oo«pl;r oltb o Stoato rooo2»* / 
tloo ooUiaff for dooaivito oad peporo roUtlag to tho rooetftl of » Blotxiot 
Attomox. 81ftiUrlx» la lUJt o rooolutlon of tho Bott«o of ItoprosonUtlvoo 
oallod tipoo tho Soor«tAi7 of W to ooaaunloato to tho Rouoo tho roporto 
tedo to tho «ar popartocnt lr Lt« Ool* Slt^ooA roUtito to tho affoirt 
tho Chorekoo Zndlinay tecothor idth oU laforMtloa oouunio&tod hgr bU > 
•oKOoniiaB ^« fmado *lok bo bod bo«i ohorcod U SavooUfoio* fbo -'^ 
Str^Ury of Var odrtood tho Boooo that ho oould net ooMnnnioaio inforoof 
tlen ohloh CoX* Hltt^iooA bod obtsinod la ooafldtaoo^ b«oauoo it oould 
bo fivooly lajuot to tko poroono *ho bod gLwm tho lafonuilos* Iho 
Itottio, bow«T«r» oUlood tho rifht to 4mmA trm tho IxoowttT* «nd boado 
•f dopurtamto ouoh tafoxmatlea ao oor bo la tholr pootosaloa rolatlnf ' 
to oab5o«t» of doUbor&UoftO of tho Soiioo* VrosidiMit lyior, U a noooaio 



i 



And Althouch InfonuktlM oom« throu(]tx a proper «hfloniai 
to Ml •irvouliv* of rieor» It ntj •tXm of » chftravtcr im 
forbid Ite b«ln| mud* pubXle* Tb* offloor «har{»d with a 
#onf idontl&i isqulrf* «id roporia tt« rofult «id«r tb« 
plodc* ftf MBfidMM «hl«h hit AppolntvoBt i»pU««« viM^ ; ■ • 
Bot to b« oxpoa^d indlTldu&lly to Uio r*Mnttt«Qt of tbOfO 
wbofo ooiiduat wgr bo iapue&od tgr tho InforaatlOK bo oolXooto* 
Tho ksovlodeo thftt eiioh to to U tho ooeooe.-iMnoo InoviUUy 
prtvmt tb« porfonuneoo of 6itioo of Utst oSaraetor^ «nd thoo 
tho Gov«nut<mt «1U bo ^oprlYod of an laporiaet oo^nf «f lie . 
Toatle»tl&ff tho oontSuet of ito of*B^*» 

Proddant Tj-Ur «l«o 4oollaotf ia oonpV V roiM^vtioa cf tte 
BouBo of RoproaontitlTot «hl«h #!illo« ttpoa Mm iui4 tho boftdo of <lo{HLrt«astO 
to fumlob iBroraatlov Togcrdln^ oudii oooboro of tho 26tb oad STtt Cott47««M« 
oo bod oppUod for of floo in th« oxoouUto branGb. Xa mq rofuolac* Prooldoai 
TxX«r otfttodi 

AppIio!>ti<ma for of flee aro in tholr vory natnro 
ootifldontialt tnd If tha r«h»ottt oatl^ad for «u«b 
•ppXieatlono or tho nooao of tho applioanto voro oo iui i 
ioatody not only oould oueh ti^Uod oonfldonoo bo WkinaH^ . 
Ttoletod, btjt, 1b adcitlott. It lO qtilto obviouo that a auo 
•f vagoot laeohorottt« and poroootl mttor would bo aodo pab> 
Uc ot o t*»t oonooBpttoci of tlao* •0007*9 •"^ 4rottbl# vlthf • 
out aoeo^pllvhiitg or tandlac In osqr manor to ooeoopltOhf M 
it appotr* to ao« aar tt«ofttl objoot oenRootod oltb ft 9 9 m A 
ond oenotitutloiial adoiidotrailoft of tbo tevomnoDt Ui ay 
of ito brandioi* 

In iQT judiaont a ooopUanoo aifb tho rooelvtioa ohloli 
bao boea tranmlttod to oa would bo a ourrondar of dutlos 
and powor* lAvlob tbo Coaatltotloft bat ooafarrod onoluolvoly 
ock tho SxaottUYOf and tboroforo mutt ooi^liuioo naa Mt bo 
■ado lar ao nor by tho bo&do of Dopartoanto tjr agr dirootiott* 

Tbojo aro ool/ a fow of tho prooodoRto to bo found ia tho OOO- 

otltutloBal blatoir 9t our Covomaoott wov «oro oould bo roforrod : , 



( -6. i> 

* Althouch X MAiloned 011I7 ^ f«« of th# pr«««d€ati^ t wXglx% %iA 
thi >t fttsoot «T«t7 nr«iid#nt hxi Praod it D#o«f iBHxy ot mm ilM <iurlBg hit 
•liftiAittntiOT to tfMllno^ for ro&wnr of jmMle poUe/^ to f umlah oottfW 
dontlftl pfep«r» to eoQ<roMlo&al oonltite«» 1h# oourto hiito rtMinisod , 
ihl« oandtliuUoMl proro(«'ilTo of tho Chiof ficoeutlvo on4 tho ^rooi 

talA«4 Im •ottfUMiM in th» putUe liiWr««t« niUas StfnH T«ft| foXl««lifV 
his t«rm M Prtt9ld«ni and jTlor to hit «fpolnt»ctit Ae Chief Jusite*^ tUKaar- 
isttd ill* •ituftiloii vueotaoil/ *nd aeeurat*!/ lAim h* «x«i« Ift hit book^ 

TU« Fr«*ld«fti it r«(iulr«(t by it* Co««tltttiioa tnm 
tiaw to ti»« to flv* to Congroaa infontotioa tlk« 
•t«t« of tho tfaloa, nnd to roooKmand for lt« oontldor*- ■ 
tSon M&ouros h« oball Jodfo koooskat/ and «b» 
p*dl«nt» tnt thta dooa not onablo Concrosa or oithor 
Bouao of Consrosa to oliolt tv^ Ma oe&fidOBttal la* 

^- - - ^ ▲ J - MA^JI «U*«MyibAA A# 

AVripr^MWn VUAWM HW fM9« AM «ioav J^Wjnbrw W« 

Online hfal to dlf^rgo bit oon«iliuttonml dutioat tf K# 
dooo not dem the dliolo«iiro of fuA iftforaatloa pnidoot 
or is tho pQbXlo lBtorosi# 

Zt li o|olnit thlo UokcMUAd tliot «o mamt oowldor f^oidoot Tn»aft*« 

tfirootlTO of loroh 13| XW^ oonconing tho ooofldontloX Mtiiro of Iqr^ltr 

AO* * _ _ a A a.*. « ^ ^ « 1 ft .A ^„^til-j» At. J ^ ^a, ,■ t A^^^i^ '■ 

ro<ttttat for tho ^rodiwtioa of mtb fUw* 

I« hit ttrocUvo. tho rtoaidoat oUioAf 

Th* ofrielant and jvat ftdaialair*tloA of t2xo Sih . 
plograo Lojraltj Procrui ttodor IkooiitlTO <9rd«r 9835 
•f lareh 21, 19i7j roqulrof that roporte, raoorda^ 




fttriet oonfi^#n0## Thle ill n^Mft&i^T/ la ihm imUar^alk '^''y^-' % 
4ir our national •Miirlly and MXfu^^ i# pr«0«rr# th« 
^nfldetttimX #bmr»ei«r •<>vira#» of InfarAatloa fiuew 
nl^«d^ &nd i# proUei OorwiMMit ptraoctiol asitiui Urn :<!vi 
^l#:!vMl&iitl(m #f iimfmni<!«d or dltpnrrod ollogationi* X% '^f: 
In M004ft5vr iXi* ordv to l)»mro tbo fair «M Jutt : 
dlaposltlon of loxoXt/ t^ooo* 

For ihoso ro&Mnt, »4 Im mecordnnoo vlUi iho loftf* 
otttibUtbod policy thai roportf r^orod }tr tbo Moril ' r 
Bordnu of IllTostig^ilQll ood othor lOfrMtlgnilTO ogonoloo ^ 
of tho ox^eutlro taranab oro to bo rofnrdod oi oonfldM-* 
tlal^ oU ro^iortt^ rooordo^ osd flXoo rolotlYO to iho 
Xoy^iX of O0j;>lo7##a or yroapootlro oas^lo/ooo (ineludlsif ' 
roporU of oueb InTtnilfftUyt tLConolo^;^ oboll bo Mia-* 
tolttod la ooBfld«ao9> tad tfimll not bo inAvmlttod or dlo» ; 
oloaod ozoopi as voqutrod la ibo offloliai toadaoi af . 
boslaofO« 

Ai tbo ilao of liftttlai thlo dlrootlTo^ ibo Vroaldcai iqpoolflooXl/ 
rof arrod to m>mm of tbo prooodwto tha% Z fcoTo ooailoood ihlo aftomooa 
and Oftllod parileular aiittiiloa to iba oouod ro&aooo of fubUo poUqr 
roqulrlai iho aalai«aaaoo of iho ooafldoailal ototoo of l^jralij flW«« 
tbo froaldoni roforrod to aa oplaloa roadorod Iqr ditoniigr teionl 
JTaotcaoii ai a iiaa «baa« at ibo dlrooiloa of froaldaai Kooooroli^ ho 
dooUaod to f^aralih oortola r^porio of iho fodoral turoau of 1^ > 
taoilcailoa ia iho VooiO OMolitoo oa fatal dffalrof aa foUoiroi 



{ 0 

DitQlC'8-r» of th« r«icrt» «oaId net d& olber)ri»» 
t.»;»n 8»rtoa»ly pr©ji*^io» Uw *Rforc«-«it, C-un«el for 
« di=f«nt«nt cr y^T C'f^^toiif (i*r«rt'i»r>t, could htv* no 
cr««t«r h«l th»» tc knew hew sjch cr hc» little iufotttt- 
tlon U»» Gr?*©rn.-^oot a»8, •nd what ritne^c** or K»uro*« 
of infoniation U tan r«lj ttjiOB. This li «3WoUy wh»t ' . . , 
.th»»« report* oro intondod to ooctoSa* , ; 'v.-,-- 

W^eloTOTO of the r»?ort» at thie --•rtlaulfcr tl«« - ■ 
wculd eleo proju^leo tbe »»tVon*I defenee end bo of - y ' 
aid end «o«fort tc tbe very pubvereWe eleienle eftilnet 
•hioh you vi«h ts frotect t-»e oountjy, for tbU reeio* 
«e heve r«do oxlrKcrdlt-oiy of fort* to eee tii«t the ro* 
eulte of count ereeplentfo aicllvitlec end Intwlllgeooo ; ^ . 
aotlvltie* of thl» I>«p»rt5.ent Invrlrlnf thofto ejeiento ■; . • 
aro kept vithia the fevreet ^oeolblo kaods. Jl ottftlceu* 
of r«r0oae un£er InTepUuetl':* cr auepieloat and lAet «• ,. 
toioir ebeut thea, would be cf Ineoti tble aerrle* t« " 
toT*i^ fci'rMiec) Inforaetlon «hl^ oould b« lb \ 
uaed o«i.not be too eloari.y tmrdfi^ 

loreoTer, diteloBure of tte re?oxto »onld be of 
•^rlous preJoJJee to the future uffrfuln^M cf tue Jed- , . ' \ 
eral B*:r«»o ef Invert Ice Ilea. A» you i>rcb#bly %iu», 
«ueb of thl* li.foraatls ft ie given la ecnfi er-s* boA 
eeti only be ebtrdoed upon vledje n -t tc- dlreloee it* 
•ource*. A aiedoeure of tiiC at *;reo* wuld cibcrre** 
iafowata— aoMtise* In their odployaaatf ao^tiae* 
In their ecclal relhtlone, and io frXtrt^e otsee aigbt 
cTco endaater their live*. »* reit«rd the kee/lnf of 
faith «itb eonfli<ontial inforaaat* ea •» lndis^en>abl« - 
oondltioa of future affioleoior* 

Disoloouro of tnforaation ooclaiced in the re- 
ports eiiebt aleo be the £rc>*a»»t kijod of injustice to 
lanoceat indlTlduelt. laTestleeliYc ra,»ort* tr.clvdo 
lead* and »u»pieloa»f arid eo^etl^ef. even tiie state- . . 

•ent* of aallolou* or alelnforaed pecile. It* tbovfh 
later and »: re oo»::lete re.orte exoatrete V*e lndivi!^2alO| 
the ueo of f^rtScalar or aelected report* alght oeoetl- 
tute the groesest in^uetlce, end we all know that 4 • . 
oorreotion inv*r eatehe* with an aecue&tioa* 

irith reelect to file* ehleh tbt* Cosalltoc hfc* rtr,i!e»t*4, their difolosuro 

aould/ it *ee«* to oe, wei-lously l«.«lr U»« effestlTreriesa of the Skployi* 



- 9 - 

to; ttlty PregnB* It would rib>ot the pvramt In ^\ie«tlOD to • tjy <oi^, 
double jecptrtfy ifcldh i« •onlwTy to •euaS tsonstpti of f(X<! fov«raa«at, ^• 
rftinc0», ftuS ju«:tie». It vculd «1k> Mke It MtrA.«l7 4iff«eultf If 
■ot iapceelble^ fcr tti<: For^ertl Bttn«K of Iave8ttt&tlo& to perfoni ' 
InTMtlpitlTe rfvtlei, Tt» r«<»eMa BvrtMi of lBv»ttUttlon «ctd^ict» «11 
Iby 0tlc«tlc>i!i uB'er the takplogre* lo;*!*/ Profma. ler*!*/ file»» tier*- 
fere, ere frr ell pnetlesl ptirp€i»«s P.B.I, fllei* Hr. Boover le b«r« 

^ffoct that wo^attf b§ efiu««d l^^ the dlsol^^uro of ^t^eh ''il^** I Imow of 
no one bolter q .ellfiod to opeek oa thU r^bject* 1 «3 In tborou^ so- 
coT^ With his Tlf^wi In t^ili? regard. 

It ie «v or^inlon-- r^r the ror sc^a etJited—ttot loyal ty and in-^ostl- 
C*tiTO filoe e^iou?a bo profonred In etrlet ocnfl^onoo* 
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C^M .' .. . t. MEMORANDUM FOR jm. TOL80H 

^- ^-'T?A-( J ■ ■ • MR. NICHOLS 



I esU«4 tL? Attorney G«nerat to ghre Mm th« r««ult« of my convtrtatlcMi 
Willi Sea«|or Jotfi^rilcCftrtky. t cUted that McCarthy aald Senator Tydiaga mada 
a atatamcat oallU'lloor that I waa to appaar thara on Maaday alteraoort and that 
information had b«cB out tbat I would ba thera to cxprcaa my viawa aa to th« ralaaat 
of th« fUea. t atated Chat I told McCarthy that that waa correct hut that I didn't 
know It had b«an announced; that I aadaratood it waa a coofideaUat ihattar at tha 
prcaeat tlmo. The Attoraay Gaaarat waa than iaformad that McCarthy aaked ma 
U I waa going t9 diacuaa the filea and I a aid | waa aot aad I then Inquired of him 
aa to whara he had been getting hia iaformatioa about the ao-eaUed top capioeiafa 
ngcat. I commaated that McCaHhy atatad ha could not diadoac whara he go* 
but aatd it came Arom a>ery rallabta aoorca at which t ramarhed OMt I waa ' 
«>loua because we certainly did aot have that information. I advlaed tha Attoraay 
aacra that I remarked to McCarthy that I waa Juat wondering U he waa getting 
straight information or if aomeone waa ptantiag aoxne phony material on him aad 
trying to get him oat on a limb, t atated that McCarthy iaaiated hIa laformatlMi 
waa very reliable aad 1 auggcated to him tbat It might ba a good idea for him to 
get it in affidavit form. I told the Attorney General that McCarthy than naked mo 
if I thought the filea would ba made available aad 1 told him I did not know; that at 
Htki* preaent time thay waira not avattabla to a^ooa aad eommaated that flia opialOB 
of the Attorney General aa wall aa my own or this matUr waa very well kaowa. 
I aUted that McCarthy told me ha wae going to keep on aaking for tbe fUea aad I 
told him that waa hU perogattve but I waaUd him to be aura he waa on the rlgbl 
track aad to urge him to ba vary aure of Ua allagationa and accvaattona. | aUtad 
that I mcattooad the ^eatioa of Jeaaup being la touch wlOi Lattimore by talepheaa 
and that I had told McCarthy we had no auch iaformaUoa but he, McCarthy, atated 
ha had the iaformatioa firom other aourcaa aad t had co^ented I did aotkaow who 
aU« would ba iavaatigaliag Z«attimora« I ft&rthar aUted thai Hkm Saa^r indicated 
he waa goiag to make aome atatcmaata over tba waah-and; ha had thought tha 
•nccAincemcnt by Senator Tydiaga waa juat window dreaalag} th*t everyone kaew U a 

1 ataiad I agaia urged him lo ba very aura of hia r 



\ 



what I thought about «U lilag. 
^Tjrftnrgea before makiim ttaaa. 



Tha Attoraay Goaarat waa la acraemeal with thlo.^ 




ititok. £dgar Hoevar 
Itxfector 
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Openingljie Files' 

By Marqui^hilds " ^ 



Lt .r i^cf ^ ^^figar tfoorer ri>.^itf y n^^f 

"IgElfAVort -/McCarthy be^in ' * Tirr-tT-w 




McCarthy began 
by charging^'^n te^ifsT political) 
if^eech that there were 207 card] 
I trying members of the Com-j 
ijiunlst Party In ^ 
ipe State De- f 
partmcnt. When * 
he used this 
tame speech a 
litUe Uter In 
Nevada, the fig- 
ure 207 had been 
crossed out and 
57 written In. 

Up to the mo- 
ment of this 
iirritinf it haa 
>ot been eitab- Childs 
llshed on the basis of McCarthy's 

tresenUtion that there is or 
vtT was a Communist Partw 
member in the department. ThiJ 
is a fact that should not be lost 
, tight of. 

* !t becomes doubly important irj 
' view of the speech of Republl- 
oan Chairman Gu y Geo rge 
/pabrielson at Lincoln, ifebr. 
^That speech lends confiderable 
official party backing to the Mc- 
Carthy line. It refutes those who 
have been saying that he ia act- 
Uig on his own while the party 
nadership looks on worried 
pout the next move their ir- 
ipsponsible prankster may maka^ 
'J Gabrielson aayR, *'We have tof 
long tolerated communism , , I 
within our Government " h\ 
•ayg, *'We must drive them out![ 
This goes quite a way toward 
making it officUL 

Now this may be good politics. 
GabrielKon directa the same kind 
^ attack against Americans for 
Democratic Action, which bai 
been a highly effective apart 
plug of the Democratic Party, 
The elecUons this fall will bA 
»ome measure a test of thi 
nti - Communist, antl • Sodaliali 
^ne of the GOP. 



IBUT there are ot her consid er^ 
IHons that overshadowTTKe^ut* 
come of the next election or 
even the election after that and 
after that. The future form of 
this Government is conceivably 
at stake — concepts and trad|tlona 
going back to the founding of 
our lyatem. 

Republican Senators are den 
mandlng that sDRfidentia! fi!e 
i)r the executive branch of thi 
Govemmetit be opened to Sen! 
a|e Inepectlim. Even thougl 
prasumably this would be done 
in executive session, the material 
in these files would certainly be 
''leaked/' A concept preserved 
aince the time of George Wash- 
ington would have been de- 
stroyed and a dangerouf prece- 
dent established. 

On the i mmediate and prac^ 
tical side, the efficient function- 
tngs of the Federal Bureau o{ 
investigation would be impaired. 
] yen though he is reluctant, anq 



roperly so. la glv» mibjir f^^ft^ 
j ony on matters of public policy ^ 
<Pg »;"*te commtttee shoiHaTift 



on ^ m oirector j. Edgar Hoover 
lor nis opinion tpn oomnlnFyat 
jues. 

There can be little i^miii^ yh^f 
that opinion would be. The 
Issue arose in fir«t M.\ J 
^ wdith CoDion. Miaa cnnlrm' . 



rt torneys persuaded the lu^ ge 
! lat th e TBI files should be 

After the first three or foi 
files were spread on the recon 
Hoover made a ftrenuous pL 
test to the then Attorney Gei?- 
cral, Tom Qark. He pointed out 
that sreious Injustice waa being 
done to individuals by putting 
^under public gaze hearsay and 
[rumor— the nw matedal of the 
'/FBI files-^tended only for con- 
].fidentlgl uat. He also pointed 
Uout with freat emphasis that If 
this practice were to be followed 
In other cases« the usefulness of 
, the FBI would rapidly ISHnmt 




AT THE first Cop^n tfff«l„lt 
wili be rftalled. the Department 
of Justice went so far as to sug- 
gest that if it came down to 
making the files public in rela 
tion to vital evidence in thi 
case, the evidence might be! 
^thheld. Tbat Is a measure 
how seriously the FBI took ' 
action. 

It may be, of course, that the 
Republicans do not really want 
[Khe confidential files opened. 
JThey may want to have their 
ilrcQuest refused so they can say 
i)that the refusual cloaks the guilt 
of individuals, who have not 
been successfully tagged as 
''pro-Communist*' ^ random «c- 
cusations. 

But If tbe request Is granted, 
those who have forced the ded- 
sion should at least have a dea^ 
understanding of its Immediat^j 
and pricUcal consequences. Thi 
man who can make tliat unmid 
takably clear Is FBI Directoif 
Hoover. 

As was pointed mit in this 
space, his opposition to tlie 
Smith amendment attached to 
the National Science Foundation 
bill WW gUted to a letter sent 
to Congress by the. assistant to 
the Attorney General. That 
amendment would make the FBI 
detective, policeman, judge and 
dury. Hoover gave it as his opia 
lion that the FBI does not wad 
Ikowers wliich would create 
||stato police organization/' i 
y The raw material of the FF 
files may be compared to a news- 
paper reporter's notes. Material 
that cannot be terlfied or that Is 
plainly ilbeloos Is not Included 
to n news story. Government 
must be permitted the same re- 
apcmsibility of privacy for llie 
raw material of confidential Gcv» 
anpm^nf Investigatli 




reie. Room. 
Net §6. 
Oandy^ 




Date 



itecctveri . 1 1 



INCOMING TtlEGRAM _ -^^^^ 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE -DIVISION OF CoSMUNicAfioMS AND RECORDS 



Uir^^. Uaisori cbannels /y^ 



TELEGRAPH BRANCH 



Ccnti-ol 133^ 

r-tec'd March 29, 1S'50 
11:28 a.m. 



T I 




pro:;; r;e. Pelbi 
TO: Sc:ji'C*ta-*y of Sv.a'ie 



cr .p,3pur ccar;*v * recall o.:{ fero?:.F y.r j v.Oio v^as pac-ierj'c^i:^ 

;:ruilain^ it. a.ivi-Connv.nisii; front ir. Ada v;lli not 
iBtr-urthr:'/ 1-3 uirlonncy. ^-c the Rcpullicans all i: 
^;eo t iat : c \v:>'\ reaotionr.i:v . Denocr^itic Party hay 
rep3c:tc-ai/ tr^^xc^^ Kcpvbl:' Cc'Mc they deterjnlne': 
nevr.r tc» US r.nsse:; n:>t no ivx-ch enaTr.oured o.'. 

^-^vt'JiXe e t^y-^yjEJOi^ R'^nv;c>-icaP.3 v?ov:ld have it* 
5.ve: V Li.b 1 1 : i: i^civ u:ug:-* i'lvG sJifi apparently 
noliW of i:r ryA^iv.ccxi Part^^ 13 to tiy to retu-T. to 



Oir^^iv reaotxcnar;/ vet.ercnB, Loyalty cha-*:. 



_i'.X;:i-.vu 



HIKD£RSOii 



■JUL 6 1950 



54 JUN 15 :?5C . 
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Office Memorandum • united staT 




TO : MR* HICHO: 



FROM 5 C* HOIMMAK 

SUBJECT: RQBSRT JXMORRIS 



GOVERNMENT 

DATB: 3-2U-50 




In regard to the letter from Senator Hlokenlooper regarding the 

propoBei appointment of Robert J* MOrrle as ABBletant Counsel to the Invest 1* 
gatlon Committee^ pursuant to your Instructions I called ASAC Vhelan In Nev 
Tork regarding Morris and he advleed that he vas a omaber of the law Tlrm of 
Hocmrald, Morris and Richmond who have offices at 40 Exchange Place, Hew Tork 



, City* He stated that Morris was a Hew Tork secretary of Congres 
I was formerly a secretary for Congressman Coadert when Coudert was 



dert and 
5r fat 

which time he was engaged In Communist Investigations* Morris was a Lieutenant Com- 
mander assigned to the Third Naval District 0«H«I« assigned to Ccmmunlst Investiga- 
tions during World War II« Vhelan stated that Morris was a member of the "Antl 
Jcommunlst Intelllgencla" of Hew Tork. ^ 



Morris Is personally known to Agent ■■■■■^■B vho stated that Morris 

*has always oeen most cooperative with the Bureau and holds the P.B.I. In highest 
steem. Vhelan stated that no Investigation had been made on Morris and there was 
thing derogatory concerning him in their ^les. ^ 








March 14* t9S0 



4494 



3:08 PM 




MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSOW 

MR. mCHOLS 
MR. LADD 

- . • ; • , ; 

I caU«d th« /ttom«y Qcn«r«l lo »4vl»« Mm «hat 1 h«A 
vtcttlved » t«Uphoa« c«n lr<wn Senator £o«tpW(KIcCarAi_r«qtt«»tto^ 
to set roc ■!«« I M told htm <h»t of «ow»rr wouJd be glad to 
him Mid epeak to Wm, or anybody •!•« thai dropped by at any tlma. 
1 told ithe Attorney Oeaeral that McCarthy aald he would come dowa 
this afternoon and I wondered if ha. the Attorney CknayaL wouM 
have any objection to my aaVIng McCarthy point btanh aa to whar« 
he la getting hU Inforipatlon. 1 further »UUd that I Imaglna 
he wasted to talk about aomething on the LaAUmore caaa. The 
Attorney ^onerU stated he had no objection and In fact Ihengh* 
perhapa I could gWi him aoma good advlea. I told tha Attoniay 
General «bat I would caU him after I had aaaa Sanator McCarthy. 

Vary truly yeura. 

John Edgar Hoevf* 
DIraelor 
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ISSTRVCTIOSS: This form'is'to be removed from file by a Filing Unit employee only upon the f»um off th» if tiu 



Subject 



e of Mail () 



Typ 

[ ) Report 

[~[ Incoming letter 

[ i Outgoing letter 

1 I MemoranduiD 

□ Airtel 

( — I Teletype 

□ Enclosure (describe) 



Dot* of Moil 



r~l Laboratory Work Sheet 

( — 1 Personnel Secm-ity Questionnaire (PSQ) 

Loyalty Form 
(pother (describe) 



Removed lor 




Removed by 


Dote of Removol 
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jy*i Room / 





Reason Removof 

I — ] For copying Clf for another agency* list agency and date of request.) 



f — 1 To send to ■ 

I — 1 To attach to 

^For office ««e jj / ^ CMtA^^NItit 

□ For change to another file — — 

□ Other (Specify) 
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FEDEBAr vifiBAU OF IHVES"' iiTiaiS 



^ 1 3^30-50 



Ur. Tolson 
Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Clegfl- ; ' 



»»»Mr. _Bel 

Mr. HarW 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr, Traey 
ROOM 



^Miss Gandy 
^Mr. McGuire 
Jlr* Jones 
^Central Hold 
Desk Room 7235 
^Uail Boom 
^Foreign Service 

Desk 
^Code Boos 4642 



Attention: AHB: 



Uemo dated 3^30*50 to the Attor ney 
General forwarding copy of letter 
fromWt^dge Thome O^Connot^ 

Please note on copy of letter from. 
b^Conn^ that the word While 
(firat word in para. B) wae corrected 
here from White . 



(Beading Boosj 5531) 
Extension 348 



lUreh 30, 1950 



I 



MEifORANDUlC TOR Bffi ATTORHET (EiERAL 



Bat Tiews of Judg« Ihonaa jJra^Coanor 
ccnoton^t; CGnfldontliLl'Watartt of ^ 

FBI . • , 

. ^ * . \. * ; " 

In view of ^ recent Appearance before the 
Subcommittee of t!,c- Senate C«nnilttee_ on ^Fpre ja: n_RelatiOR a 
on the matter of the~^cbrif IdeQtiii nature of the Tiles^Sf 
this Bureau^ I thought jcfa would be interested in recelring 
a cop7^ of a letter eent to aa by Jndge Ihonaa J« O^Coonor, 
Court of Ccoaan Pleaa^ Looaa Cmnty^ Otilo* 



I think Toti will agree that Judge 0< Connor* a lettefr 
Is hiehly appropriate, and becanse of his 'e]q>erience and 
position^ his vievB are worthy of note. 



EespectfoUjr, 
Sm XAfar Eoover 



John Sdgar Boovar 
Uroetor 
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QOVRf 0? COtf'OV FLSiUi 0 
VMM Coun^, Chi« F 
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Ron« J# Kdgar Hoovsr, Director, -'r- ! : A 

Fedanl Bureau of Iwattigatliaig •! / : ^ ; , ^ r 

Wftshlagtosif D* C» . ' . • ' ^ ■* •/ ■ ._<-:^;' •:■ 

Pear Kr« Hoover • ■ 



Fron J«nu»ry IMS to Jtookiy W5T 1 Mr*«d Af«l«tMit Prow- 
outing Attom«y In thl« County, ond In Jhauoiy 1937 and up to Fobmaiy 
1948 I oorrod IVooaeuting Attornejr of thlt County, Fobrunry 9, 19U 
1 took offioo OS Jo&eo of tho Court of Cormon Pleat, ond am now tonrlng ^ 
••oond torn of olx y«&r«* I born In thio olty In 1691 and rmtiAmi 
hor« »U «7 lif«, 9o thot t m poroonolly noqimintod vlth « let of poopU* - 

WiSlo I wM sorvlng In tho Proaooutine Attornoy'i offioo I 
intervlowod aory tlwoo by *cont« of your doport&ent ond also ogonto of tho 
troaaury l>epartr»nt and tha offioo of United Stataa Poat Offioo Xnapootor. 
Ourlni; tho eo^a-ao of thoao Intonlow I w quoatioaod about oortala poopU 
itho woro undor In-foitl cation, and I ansnorod «icfo quoatloaa truthfully ani 
gavo tha mtorrogatop »uoh Information aa X had, aono of arhioh would bo anp- 
portod by logal ovldonoo and »ono of which wao baood npon what wo kne* in 
lav M hoaraay orldanoo* . ' V , 

Aooordlng to tho nowspapor a oounta of Inrootlgatlona noo bolac 
oonduotod by tho Conato and Rouao Coranlttoo, dtaando havo baon mdo fbr a 
dlaoloauro of tho oontonto of tho fl loo la your doportnont and oivon a jra-^ 

' duotlon of your flloa* ■ ' ' 

I as aoro tho Asarioan pooplo haro ocoploto ewfldonoo In tho 
pWdoral Baroau of Invootigatlon^ and I aa vary mucih dlaturbod about 1A»o ^;, 
raoult of a dlaoloouro of tho oontontt af yoar oonftdonUat flloa, «nd aa f 
a rotpcnalblo oltlaon I fool oortaln that you will roaltt and poaltivoly 
rofuoo to lay your flloa opon for tha Inapootloa of any nonbor of Consrooi^' 
whothor ho bo af tho lousa af BoprotontatlToi or tho Sonata. X know fro* . 
oxporlonoo that your Xtopartmont hi>a peralatod la preoorrlng tho oonfldonoa .' 
of thoto oho haro boon Intarvlowod from timo to tlmo. On tho othor hand. 
If It ahould bo dotomlnod that your flloa aro a^llablo for Inapaotlan, X 
oan foraaa auoh dlffloulty In InToatlcatlona by your aganto for tho apparont 
roaaon that eitlsona will bo hoaltant to talk whan thoy roalito tho dan gar 
that at Bono tlno or other tholr namoa or Itioir reporto nay bo made publlo* 
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/•/ Ihonat ©•Connor 
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Judge* 

JOHN M. Me CAttE 
FAUL ALEXANDER 
JOMN Q. CAREY 
THOMAS J. O'CONMM 
HARVCY 0, STRAU0 
JOHN W, HACKETT 



Court Of Common Pleas ^ 

I-UCAS County. Ohio ^ 



TOLEDO. OHIO 



March 25, 1950 




II 



Hon* J* Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Washington, D*C» 
Dear Mr* Hoover: 

From January 1933 to January 1937 I served as 
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney in this County, and in January 1937 
and up to Februf^ry 9$ 1943 I served as Prosecuting Attorney of this 
County. On February 9$ 1943 I took office as Judge of the Court of 
Gonnnon Pleas- and azn now serving jsp^ second tens of six ^ears^ I \?as 
bom in this ^ city in 1^91 and have^ resided here all my life, so that ^ 
I am perscaially acquainted with a lot of people* 

While I was serving in the Prosecuting Attorney's 
office I was interviewed many times by agents of your department and 
also agents of the Treasury Department and the office of United States 
Postoffice Inspector. Du-ing the course of these Interviews I was 
questioned about certain people who were under investigation, and I 
answered those questions tnithfully and gave the interrogator such 
information as t had, some of v/hich would be supported by legal evi* 
dence and some of which was based upon what we know in law as hearsay 
evidence* 

According to the newspaper accounts of investigations 
now being conducted by the Senate and House Committee, demands have 
been made for a disclosure of the contents of the files in your de^ 
partment and even a production of your files* 

I am sure the American people have complete confidence 
in the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and I am very much disturbed 
about the result of a disclosure of the contents of your confidential 
files, and as a responsible citizen I feel certain that you will re- 
sist and positively refuse to lay your files open for the inspection 
of any member of Congress, whether he be of the House of Represents- 
tives or the Senate* I know from experience that your Department 
has persisted in preserving the confidence of those vrho have been 
interviewed f . om time to time. On the other hand, if it should be 
determined that your files are available for inspection, .Lean forsee , ^ 
much difficulty in investigations by youi' agents for the/^|ai'fe^ y /"i^ / 
reason that citizens will be hesitant to talk when they realize tne ' 
danger that at some time 
made public* 

I am motivated to write this letter to fou t^lsf morning 
alter numerous discussions with members of the Bar and father cjftizens 



or other their names or their reports may be 



Judge* 

JOMN M, MC CaBC 
^AUU W. ALEXANDER 
JO»#N O. CAMEY 
THOMAS J. O'COMNOR 
HARVEY a. «Tff3kLm 
JOHN W. HACKCTT 



COURT Of common pleas 

I.UCAS County. Ohio 



Toi.EDO, Ohio 



-2* 



who come into my office, and I feel certain that you vrill concur 
in these ideas. 



Sincei^^J^/^ours, 



STATaffiNT OF Jv^ EDGWaOOVER, DIBECOOK, , 

BUREAU OF nmsTiQ^ion , ^ ry i 



TIGAIIOIf, ' Ky^/ I 4!- 

beforeHbubcommit^ of ra#sgNASL-— A 

— M oJj M?; HAK{ i fl'5 V . iS^O 

In the 26 years during lAilch I have been privileged to serve as 
Director of the Federal Bureau of IhyeBtigatlon^ I have alvaye mlntalned the 
Tiev that If ve were to fully discharge the eerlOus responelhllltiee Imposed 
upon us, the con fident laj> character of our files inuet he Inviolate « 

A cardinal principle of success for any agency having a responsibility 
for investi^tlons Is Its ability to secure inforaatlon. To do that, It must be 
able to loalntaln confidences. Any person furnishing Information must have the 
security of knowing that Vhen he furnishes information on a confidential basis, 
he will not at a later date find that confidence broken. When that occurs, the 
ability of the Investigative agency to discharge Its responsibilities in the 
future id materially lessened. 

The public record clearly proves that the FBI because it does maintain 
confidences has been able to develop valuable sources of Information which have a 
direct bearing on the Internal seoturlty of the nation. I need refer only to 



the government witnesses ^o testified in the trial of the eleven CoamuBlst 

INDEXED- ^ \^\-'^z^ni^ni 

leaders in Vew Tork last summer* Seven of these witnesse^ri eked the if aives as 
undercover employees of the F9I. 



The question of opening the flies of Kth^ FBT in^lvea a grave matter 



of principle. In taking the position that the f lleg\of jAb JgBI-^hould remain 
Inviolate, I would not, of course, presume to dlBcus^jr\les other than those of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

These files contain complaints, alle^tlonSj facts, and statements of 
all persons interviewed. Depending upon the purpose of the Investl^tlon, 
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partlcularlj In security eases ^ they contain not only background data on ttte 
IndlTldual but details of his private life irtilch bear upon the Investigation. 
In these files also are the identities of our confidential sources of infoimatlon 
and full details of InTeetigatiTo technlauss. In short , they consist of a running 
account of all that transpires. 

A file is Tnaintained in each case because the FBI has received 
information I allegations^ or a complaint lAlch if proven coioes within the sphere 
of our responsibility, In pursuance of either Congressional or Executive 
Directives* After the investigation is completed, vhen indicated by Department 
procedure or Judgment, a summary of the facts developed Is furnished to the 
Department of Justice or Dhited States Attorneys^ In other types of Invest!*- 
g^tionsj the reports of Special Agents are submitted to the interested agency of 
the government. Details and infozmatlon dealing vith administrative operations 
and confidential sources* of Information remain in our files. The contents of 
these files were never intended to be disclosed and, unless ve drastically 
change and circumscribe our procedures, tSxef should not be disclosed. 

The question of divulging contents of the files of agencies of 
g:>vemment is not a new one. When confronted vith the question of divulging 
the files of an Executive Department of the Government in 1909f the late 
President Theodore Roosevelt said: 

"Sooe of these facts. .were given to the Government 
under the seal of secrecy and cannot be divulged and Z 
will see to It that the word of this Government to the 
individual is kept sacred.*^ 



Th© disclosure of the contente of tho files of the FBI WDUld rsTeal 
confidential procednreB and technl<iuee. If sproad upon the record^ criminals, 
forelgi afiprnts"*, aubTerslves, and others wuld \>o forewarned and VDuld seek 
nethodc to carry out their activities ty avoiding detection and thus defeat the 
very v^irposes for which the FBI was created^ Each exception undersilnee this 
principle, establishes a precedent, and vould Inevitably result in a coaplete 
collapso of a traditional policy which has proven its soundness* 

A disclosure of FBI reports would revoal tho Identity of confidential 
0:^urcea of Inforr^.tion ond, if it did not place the lives of such persons in 
actual Jeopardy, It would certainly ruin their future value end effectiveness. 

llie dlBclopure of FBI reports would cake otherwise patriotic citizens 
reluctant to furnish information. Alrendy, as a result of some unfortunate 
diaclosiirc3 of our filoe In court proceedings, our Special Agents frequently 
are being told by persons from whom thoy seek information that they will decline 
to be Interviewed for fear the information will be misused by some ag0ncy other 
than tho FBI, 

In tho conduct of official Investiaations, Information of a hi^ly 
restrlc+ed nature having a direct bearing upon national eecorlty often finds 
ita way In bo the files irtiich, if diecloeed, would be of conr,iderabla value to a 
fore 101 p-">wer# Increasingly, we have observed efforts of a f:>relgn power to 
seek intimate personal detalTu cunotmlng many of our leaders in Government and 
industry Tb^y jhould no;; be aided by havinp these details made public for their 
use and advantagfj, thereby crlprjling the import/in t work of the FBI, 

So far, I have dlr c^ed my rorarks against a dlsclcaure of FBI files on 
security gxoittids. There are other compelling roasons why the flies of the IBI 
should remain inviolate. For tho want of a more apt comparison^ our files can 
be compared to the notes of n newspaper reporter before he has culled the 
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printabl& material from the unprintable. The fllee do not conelet of proven 
Inforzoatlon alone. The fllee must he vleved as a vhole. One report nay allege 
crimes of a moet deaplcahle tjrpei and the truth or falsity of these charges 
noay not emerge until several reports are studied^ further InTeetigatlon made 
and the vheat separated from the chuff* 

1 1 for one, wuld vant no part of an InTestlgative organization wiioh 
had the power of discretion to decide lAat Inforzoation vould he reported and what 
vquld he omitted. An item of information vhich appears unimportant today mar 
provide the solution of a ease when considered with information received at a 
later date^ or it may later estahlish the Innocence of the accused* 

Should a given file he disclosed^ the lesue would he a far hroader one 
than concerns the subject of the investigation. Names of persons who hy force 
of circumstance entered into the investigation mif^t well he Innocent tff any 
wrong. To publicize their nnmee without the explanation of their aesociatlons 
would he a grave injustice. Sven though they were given an opportuniiy to later 
give their explaxmtioni the fact remains that truth seldom | If ever^ catches up 
vi^ ohargaa. I would not want to he a party to any action which would smear** 
Innocent individuals for the rest of their lives* We cannot, disregard the funda* 
mental principles of common decency and the application of haalc American 
ri^ts of fair play. 

The FBI has the ohllg&tloni within the scope of Federal law^ not only 
to protect the rights, lives, and property of our citizens^ hut also to protect 
the confidential relationship of the citizen when he patriotically serves his 
Government hy providing Information essential to our security* 
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FBI xeportB set forth all details eecurod from a witness. If those 
details were disclosed, they could tecoise subject to misinterpretation, they 
could 1)0 q.uoted out of context, or they could be used to thwart truth, distort 
half truths, and misrepresent facts. The raw material^ the allegations, the 
details of associations and compilation of Information In TBI files must l>e 
considered as a whole* They are of value to an Investigator in the discharge of 
his duty. These files were never Intended to he used In any other manner and the 
puhllc Interest would not he served by the disclosure of their contents. 

In taking this stand, I want to reiterate - a principle Is involved. 
I would take this same stand before the Attorney General, as I already have, or 
before any other body* The fact that I have great respect, confidence, and a 
desire to be of assistance to a coMolttee of distinguished Senators, however. In 
no way detracts from a principle. I say this because I do not want any 
misinterpretation of my remarks, nor do I want it said that this and other 
committees of Congress do not have my respect and confidence. I WDUld be 
derelict to my duty, untrue to wy conscience, and unworthy of ngr trust to take 
any other posit ion. 



c 



April 3, 1950 





Mew Baven 11, Connect tout 
Dear , 

Tour loiter dated March 27, IQSO^ 
has been received and I do want to thank you 
for your kind conent09 

I appreciate aleo your letting Mr 
have your views on the subject you mention, 
and it occurred to M that you night like to 
read the enclosed copy of my statenent be/ore 
the SubcoMittee of the Senate Committee on 
Foreign Belationo on March 27^ 2950m 

Sincerely yours, ^ ^ 



John Edgar Boover 
Erector 



S^abement before Subcommittee of the Senate 
Committee on Toreign Be lotions, iftircA B7J 1950 ^ 




APRS 19501 





11. CONNECTICUT 




> 0 . / 




ViHl rv*-*^p/v*-e l>i V^/vvv (Nv-Cv ^^^^^^ 




VlrX 





..E ATTORNEY 6EMERAL 
/to 
OfftcUl Indicated below by check Btm 



Solicitor General 

Assistant to the Attorney fteneral 

Executive Assistant to the morney General 

Assistant Attorney General. Anti-Trust 
Assistant Attorney General, Tax 
Assistant Attorrey General. Clal 
Assistant Attorney General. Unda 
Assistant Attorney General, Criminal 
Assistant Solicitor General 

Director. FBI 

Director of Prisons 

Director, Office of *lien Property 
commissioner. .^.Igrat ion and naturalization 

Administrative Assistant 

Division of Accounts 

of Communications and Records 



J 




Division 

Olvlsloft of Supplies 

Pardon Attorney 

Parole Board 

Bo»rd of liiwlgralion Appeals 

Librarian 

Director of Public Information 



Hr. Kllgu* 
Miss fanebust 
Mr. Hyatt 
Mr. Coblcnz 
Miss Hcaly 
Miss Meany 
Miss a^ams 
Miss Doyle 
Mrs. Will«y • 
Mrs. Burlie 
Mrs. Kelly 
Mrs. Hesson 
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April 3, 1950 



S8655 
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.EOuHDEO - W^-^y^r-^lJ fJ^-' i^^^ei dated liaroh Z7, 1950, haa been 

,U received. Ton r.ay be eure that I appreciate your 
iDDvtD • IW confidence in the FBU 

f : an enclosing a copy of «J 'i^^J^'J^** * 
, ,^ of the Senate eovar.tttee en roretgn 

^a^:^-i^io^c^icine r,tev^ rliJt reference to the 

ft let of the FHIu 

Sincerely youra, 

John Edgar Foouer 
Director 




irnrir, Januarv, 1950^ a card »ao received /ro» qorrespondent, 
JXfconcrSiSlJU the Director and stated \o 
?io«W /iar u,tre tapping if the evidence is not^di^ssi^le 
in court as evidence. V. „ . , < 





, Af- R 3 1950 i 



/Kg I 



f 

f 



Aprtl C, ISSO 



I 4487 





T»«7 

ilM-bc, 
Wo* 



cLJc. /io Scln ;2cefu.d or^d I uan. to tlon^r you /Pr 

I <m ha->py to Jmov that ny vievm ^^f/f£^^^l^^^ 

vhch I tho:ic^t you airrh" 

Sincerely yoare. 



John Sdffar Hoover 
JHreetar 




tateaen t Iftirch 27, 
reflects thatt 
«v.mony^ Penney! ucn<o^ wrote to 
niahingr ntecellaneous ir^omatton which 




rje/erred'to JWlitary -Tn^^-I-Z^P^^ce^lXuiston oA*Jf 
aent, Jnosnuch ae < " 



lnd<t;t d!;Qi with 

Wo 



<* ia impooetble to definitely identify 
correspondentf the latUr is being odfKw^ 
In the obeence of data coneerntng. 





»50 
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^ Buffalo, 9N.Y,, 



^ 



♦ 
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Mr. Edgar Hoover 
ffashingtoit D,C« 
Dear Sir, 



March , 27th., 1950, 

4488 



I have been following Sen. McCarthy's 
Communist accusations to our State Department people* I have 
my own deductions of all this. It m-y not interest you but as 
a loyal faithful citizen of this good old U.S. A I feel it my 
privelage to write what I think. 

Hurrah for you not allowing your files to 
be interviewed by the commies & thing they are after. 

Here is what I believe. No one loyal 
American citizen is going to stir up such accusations unless 
they are well planed obversive schemes laid by others to him 
to put across. No man would defy all America for such accusations 
as he has made unless he feels losing faith with his country 
people is done for an orgin^zatlon that has made him feel he 
will f orc:ver be a hero doing for his cause if it means < 
ostracization > anniliation or even death if he carries on for 
the cause. This is my Idea of SfiN. McCarthy. I believe he Is 
the head of communists here in U.S.A. Who better to put 
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exposee than the head man himself? Who would be 
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suspected? The head himself. 

APR 14 1950 

Where would the communist si iry to over 



\.u,' throw our goveonment but in the most toportant to us and the 

X'' 



- , J World?. Our State department. It Is destroying the other part 
( of the World in their faith to U.S.A. If they have communists 

in their very core they must be sympathisers, will be their 
. r>r^ rtTViin.'ftfft.hi nki nff - That, la Inst what thev want to Ko around the 
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World • They do not want war as much as they want time to 
undermine our very government workings and our relations with 
other counties. - 4489 

We better demand Sen. Mc Carthy^s arrest and nip 
it in the middle og his dirty work, anyway a thorough investigatiOA^ 

of all his moves would be a fine act and do it swiftly. 
I would like to see his expression when he would be accused of 
being the communies head man. My hobby is to read expressions. 
He should give enough away when confronted with his being the 
head man. I bet you would hear loud wild retorts along that 
line. That would be your answer. For a truly good U.S. A person 
would of course deny but not rave and rant. Why would he be 
having others investigated if he were one? There you have my ^ . 
theory. No one would expect the head man to be the accuser. 

^ilhy is he pulling all these people home to accuse 
them? To stall for time and get their dirty work in where these 
men were going. To defame them and the U.S.A. To underground. 

Some years ago I nursed at a home in an apartment 
building in Pittsbtirgh, The people on the third floor were 
commies* I found that out by facial study. I saw truck loads of 
.-.books going out from the home . A large book about 8by 10 inches 
and about Zwo and a half thick. A white book with large red . 
letters, "1l»hen Russia rules the world," This was Just before 
the second World war. 

They have been planing long before the Kaiser or 
Hitler ever thought of so doing. The devil is very clever. 
He moves slyly and smoothly. Better if the other side did scjin 
their good way. We better awake before it is too late. Read 
your Bible on the fu1>>4^^>5f the world after - the flood. It is 
all recorded there. It behoves us to read and learn. At this time 



face:ji with conditions there^in stated* Our Jible can be our guid^ 
to save us nonly we must awake and use it* The solution Is all 
in the Holy pages. ^ 4490 

The communies are laughing up there sleeves how 
asleep we are* How they are putting it over on us* The flying 
disks are no mith to me. They are real. They are what I have been 
suspecting* Russia is a few J\imps ahead of us* They are her 
work. She pianed and used her means for it while we gave her 
war supplies so she could save hers for us later. Of course at ' 
the time this could not be seen. It grieved me to see us as her 
allies. 

The flying planes are a Russian devise very 

cleverly made up. They have something in those planes so when - 

they are seen as they can see our planes^ they explode and throw 

a mist between them and a plane to make their get away. 

They are not from other planets. The mist between 

the other planets will stay there until God does. His wonderous ' 

works of taking it away so we c^n go there and they here. I 3 

them 

bellevw we are not necessary to or they to us only when the 
World is destroyed for wickedness as It once was by water^this 
time by fire. Those saved will go to one of the unhabltated 
planets ♦ No those Flying saucers are only a new type of plane 
the Russians are using to fr^lghten us into thinking they are 
supernatural and will destroy us. There damie is not greater 
than any other plane we used during the war. No sir they do 
not want war. They want to tare us apart in our middle and by 
Sen. M cCarthy they are malClng a good start. 

Let's stop him Mr. Hoover. You are the core man 
of this great nation so put yourself forth tc|[stop their speed.. 
•^^ — «.♦/^r.r^or^ YifiTn'rw OUT oeople lose faith withlu them- 
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selves « 

I would be In for it here in Buffalo if my name were 

mentioned I wrote this as they tell me Buffalo is lousy with 

Commies. I was told to be careful what I said and who S said 

anything to concerning Commies • 

I am from Pittsburgh Peana. I assure you there are ^ ' 
in Pitts • 

plenty. There I am not liked by them. Ify two daughters nearly 
got into one of their orgtnizations as a Youth movement for 
young Americans. Luckily I was told in time to investigate and 
I learned what they wdre. I exploded to one of their members 
and was told to keep my mouth shut 6r it would be shut for me* 
This was fifteen years ago» Some start they have on us poor 
unsuspecting people. 

Let's get busy and catch them in their own traps 
laid for us. Let's not talk so much but work. Sometimes I feel 
our press is a little toC^open with our affairs. 

Well— Mr. Hoover I got off my chesjt what I 
feel is my duty to say. Take it or leave it but my hope is take 
it. Do something about it and above all stick like the soldier 
you are to your guns and do not open ypur files to the head 
communist as he wants. This is his way of getting us exposed 
3tx into their hands. 

This is long I know and hope I have not taken too 
much of your time if you ever get to read this. 

I am one American who thanks God for all sqr 
grandparents who had the foresight to come to the best country 
in the world the good old United States of America. They were 
thankful so am I even more than they as they could not see the 
awful futtre ahead which has been my time to live. 

Mr. Hoover can't you urge people to go to the 
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A man like you will have more effect on a world hock ]ip than 
any' one or many ministers. The rabble would say they are 
fanatics . You^they will believe because you are dear in every 
loyal American's heart today and are looked up to greatly. 
Won't you try^ ? This Is the only way we can win over the 
communles. Be on God's side and have Him with us. 



Thanks you Mr. Hoover. Don't let us down^ 
Yours is a great work done and to be done. 

Sincerely in the life of theU.S.A 




F.b. 1 Am sending Mr# Barkley and Mr# Truman a like letter. 



WHiCH IS fr» SENATORS? ^ 

3. Edgar Hoover, director of the Federal Bu* 
reau of Investigation, has told a Senate foreigr 
relations subcommittee that turning over to the 
iubcommittee State Department "loyalty files" 
demanded by Sen. McCarthy of Wisconsin 
would bring about "complete collapse" of the 
FBI system of obtaining confidential Informa* 
tion. Mr. Hoover added that "a foreign power*' 
(and he obviously meant Russia) has been seek- 
inr "intimate personal details concerning many 
of our leaders in government and industry." 

**Thcy should not be aided by having these 
d:tails made public for their use and advantage^ 
thereby crippling the imp^tant work of the 
FBI," he said, ^ ^-^ J 

But S en. McCarth y keeps upJiisLJiJif-aQd cry 
and he has been joined by Sen. Bridges^ of Jifiyr 
Hamp^Ul& Thisleads any logical observer to 
one of two conclusions— either (1) the two sen- 
ators won't take Mr. Hoover's solemn word, 
despite the country's confidence in the FBI 
chief, or (2) they arc willing to^ "cripple" the 
FBI and bring about ^'complete collapse*' of its 
system, in order to get a little more ammunition 
for their smear-Achcson campaign. 

Well, which is the answer. Senators? Speak up! 
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. ST ATEMENaLQ F 
iiTTOJiKB]C-.GEMERAL J._ BOWARlj^ 

^BEFORE 

/ S UBCOIjM JTTEE OF TH^T SEMAT E COMMITTEE ON FOfflllON^fiELATIOMS 

l Aj * 3:36 P.M.. *i^cH«T, 1950 ^ 

Mr. Chairman; I appreciate the opportunity of appearing before 
your Conmiittee today, together with the Director of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, in order to diecuss with you a serious problem that 
has arisen in the coxuTBe of the investigation that you are conducting 
pursuant to^^^^ate Resolution 231* There has been a great deal of 
talk about the production before your Committee of loyalty and Investi- 
gative files relating to the persons against whom Senator McCarthy has 
brought charges of disloyalty. I tlilnk that It Is veil that ve should 
discuss this matter together at this time In the interest of clarifying 
some of the issues. 

I need not remind you that It Is only a matter of months since I 
myself was a member of that great body of which this Coaimlttee Is a part, 
the United States Senate. Having had the privilege of serving In the 
Senate, as well as In the Executive Branch, I sm fully aware and Indeed 
extremely sensible of the degree of cooperation that must exist between 
the legislative and Executive branches of the Government If we are to 
I make our tripartite system of government work. 

Cooperation, however. Is but, one facet of the key to the solution 
of our problem* If our tripartite system is to work, each branch must 
also carefully avoid encroaching upon the prero. 
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This is such a "basic principle that it was recognized ae early as the 

administration of our first President. On February 22 last, the very 

day on which the Senate agreed to the Resolution under vhich this Caa- 

mittee is proceeding, the Farewell Address of President Washington was 

read in the Senate chamber* I call your attention to one paragraph of 

that Address, which appears on page 2158 of the Congressional Record of 

February 22, and which to ne aptly states the principles by which we 

must be governed. President Washington stated: 

It is important likewise, that the habits of think- 
ing in a free country should inspire caution In those 
intrusted with its administration, to confine them- 
selves within their respective constitutional spheres^ 
avoiding in the exercise of the powers of one depart- 
ment, to encroach upon another. The spirit of encroach* 
ment tends to consolidate the powers of all the depart- 
ments in one, and thus to create, whatever the form of 
government, a real despotism. * # « ♦ If , in the opin- 
ion of the people, the distribution or modification of 
the constitutional powere be in any particular wrong, 
let it be corrected by an amei:dment in the way which 
the constitution designates • —But let there be no change 
by usxirpation; for though this, in one instance, may be 
the instrument of good, it is the customary weapon by 
which free governments are destroyed. The precedent must 
always greatly overbalance in pezmanent evil any partial 
or transient benefit which the use can at any time yields 

President Washington was speaking from personal experience with the 
very problem we now have before us— namely, a request by a congressional 
Committee for the production of documents which In the opinion of the 
Executive branch must be held confidential in the public Interest. The 
problem, you see, is as old as the Government Itself « 

In March of 1792> the Hous^ of Representatives adopted a resolution 
establishing a Committee to inquire into the causes of the failure of the 
eacpedltlon under Major General St. Clair, and empowering that Committee to 
call for such papers and records as might be necessary to assist the Com* 
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mittee in its inquiries. The House based its right to investigate on its 
control over the expenditure of public money- When the Committee asked 
the President for the papers relating to the campaign^ President Washington 
called a meeting of his Cabinet. Present were TlriOmas Jefferson, Secre- 
tary of State, Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of the Treasury, Henry Knox, 
Secretary of War, and Ednond Randolph, the Attorney General. The Presi- 
dent stated that he had called his Cabinet together because this was the 
first demand on the Executive for papers within his control and he desired 
that in 80 far as the action taken voiild constitute a precedent, it 
should be rightly conducted. President Washington readily admitted that 
he had no doubt of the propriety of what the House was doing, but he 
did conceive that there might be papers of so secret a nature that they 
ought not be given up- The President and hie Cabinet came to an unanimous 
conclusion as follows; 

First, that the House was an inquest, and therefore 
might institute inquiries* Second, that it might call 
for papers generally. Third, that the Executive ought 
to conmunicate euch papers as the public good would per* 
mit, and cur t to refuse those, the disclosure of which 
would injure the public. 

The precedent there set by President Washington and his Cabinet was 
followed in 1796 when he refused to comply with a resolution of the House 
of Representatives which requested him to lay before the Bouse a copy of 
the instructions to the United States Minister who negotiated a treaty 
with Great Britain, together with the correspondence and documents relating 
to that treaty. In declining to comply/ President Washington stated: "As it 
Is essential to the due administration of the Government that the boundaries 
fixed by the Constitution between the various departments should be preserved, 
a Just regard to the Constitution and to the duty of my office * * ♦ forbids 
a compliance with your request.'* 



It was because of such experiences that President Washington felt 
called upon to refer, in his Farewell Address, to the importance of main- 
taining the independence of o\ir separate branches of government. Later, 
President Jefferson refused to allow two laembers of his cabinet to sixpply 
documents at the trial of Aaron Burr. In I825 President Monroe declined to 
comply with a reiiuest of the House of Representatives to transmit to the 
House certain documents relating to the conduct of naval officers. In 1833 
President Jackson refused to comply with a Senate request that he communicate 
to it a copy of a paper purporting to have been read by him to the heads of 
the executive departments relating to the removal of the deposits of public 
money from the Bank of the united States. In 1886 President Cleveland 
supported his Attorney General's refused to ccmiply with a Senate resolu- 
tion calling for documents and papers relating to the removal of a District 
Attorney. Similarly, in 18^3, a resolution of the House of Representatives 
called upon the Secretary of War to communicate to the House the reports 
made to the War Department by Lt. Col* Hitchcock relative to the affairs of 
the Cherokee Indians, together with all Information communicated by him 
concerning the frauds which he had been charged to investigate. The 
Secretary of War advised the House that he could not communicate informa* 
tion which Col« Hitchcock had obtained In confidence^ because it would 
be grossly unjust to the persons who had given the information. The 
House, however, claimed the right to demand frcaa the Executive and heads 
of departments such information as may be in their possession relating 
to subjects of deliberations of the House. President Tyler, in a message 



dated January 31, 10^3$ said In part; 

And althoiish information comee throufih a proper channel 
to an executive officer, it aaay often te of a character to 
forbid its being made public. The officer charged vith a 
confidential inq^uiry, and who reports its result under the 
pledge of confidence vhlch his appointx&ent Implies , ought 
not to be exposed individually to the resentment of those 
whose conduct inay be Impugned by the information he collects. 
The knowledge that such is to be the consequence will inevitably 
prevent the performances of duties of that character^ and thus 
the Government viU be deprived of an important means of in- 
vestigating the conduct of its agents* 

President Tyler also declined to comply vith a resolution of the 
House of Representatives which called upon him and the heads of departments 
to furnish information regarding such members of the 26th and 27th Con- 
gresses as had applied for office in the executive branch* In so refusing. 
President Tyler stated: 

Applications for office are in their very nature 
confidential; and if the reasons assigned for such 
applications or the names of the applicants were commun* 
icated, not only would such Implied confidence be wantonly 
violated, but, in addition, it is q^uite obvious that a mass 
of vague, incoherent, and personal mattei* would be made pub- 
lic at a vast consumption of time, money, and trouble with- 
out accomplishing or tending in any manner to accomplish, as 
it appears to mc, any useful object connected with a sound 
and constitutional administration of the Government in any 
of its branches » 

In my Jud^nent a compliance with the resolution which 
has been transmitted to me would be a surrender of duties 
eLCid powers which the Constitution hac conferred exclusively 
on the Executive, and therefore such compliance can not be 
sade by me nor by the heads of Departments by my direction. 

Chase are only a tww of the precedents to be found in the con- 
stitutional history of our Government; many more could be referred to- 
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* Although I have mentioned only a fev of the precedents, I might add 
that almost every President has found it necessary at sonie time during his 
rLdmini strati on to decline, for reasons of public policy, to furnish confi- 
dential papers tc congressional committees. The courts hove recognized 
this constitutional prerogative of the Chief Executive and the great 
constitutional scholars uniformly agree that It Is for the President to 
determine what papers and information In the Executive branch must be re- 
tained in confidence In the public interest. William Hovaxd Taft^ following 
his term as President and prior to his appointment as Chief Justice, summar- 
ized the situation succinctly and accurately when he wrote in his book, 
The Chief Magistrate : 

The President is required by the Constitution from 
time tc time to give to Congress information on tlie 
state of the Union, and to recommend for Its considera- 
tion such measures n-s he sh:^ll Judge necessary and ex- 
pedient, but this dees not ennble CanGress or either 
House of Congress to elicit from him confidential in- 
formation which he h?.s acquired for the purpose of en- 
abling hin to discharge his constitutional duties, if he 
does not deem the disclosure of such Informtion prudent 
or In the public Interest, 

It is against this background that we must consider President Truman's 
directive of March 13, 19^8, concerning the confidential nature of loyalty 
files. Against this same background w must consider this Committee^s 
request for the productlm of such files. 

In his directive, the President stated: 

The efficient and just ndmini strati on of the Em- 
ployee Loyalty Program, under Executive Order No. 9^35 
of March 21, 19hT j requires that reports, records. 



cmd files relative to the program be preserved In 
strict confidence. This is necessary in the interest 
of our Ji'itional security end welfare, to preserve the 
confidential character nnd sources of Informatlcai fur- 
nished, rmd to protect Govemnent personnel ngainst the 
dissemination of unfounded or disproved allegations • It 
is necessary also In order to insure the fair and Just 
disposition of loyalty cases. 

For those reasons^ and in accord?:nce with the lang- 
esta'blishedj.^policy that reports rendered by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and other investigative agencies 
of the executive branch p,re to be regarded as confiden- 
tial, all reports, records, and filec relative to the 
loyalty of employees or prospective employees (including 
reports cf such investigative agencies) , shall be main* 
tained in cunfidence, and shall not be transmitted or dis- 
closed except as req.uired in the efficient conduct of 
business. 



At the time of issuing this directive > the President specifically 
referred to sons of the precedents that I have mentioned this afternoon 
and called particular attention to the sound reasons of public policy 
requiring the nninten^nce of the confidential status of loyalty files. 
The President referred to an opinion rendered by Attorney General 
Jackson at a time ^en, at the direction of President Roosevelt, he 
declined to furnish certain rei>ort& of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation to the House Committee on Kaval Affairs, as follows: 
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Disclosure of the reports could not do otherwise 

th^ji sericusly prejudice Inw enforcement. Counsel for 
r. defv;n4^Jit or prospective defendant, could have no 
gr<2n.tor help th^in to know h^v nuch or h'r»w little infor?K* 
ticai tha Govurnnent h^s, and what witnesses or sources 
cf informs ti;..n it can rely upon. This is exnctly what 
those reports rXQ intended tc ccntain. 

Disclosure of the reports at this particular time 
would rlS'^ prejudice the national deftnso rjid be of 
r-id md coEifort to the very subversive elenents against 
which ycu wish to protect the c^^untry. For this reaS'Cn 
we hnve Tnr:.de extr?.ordinrvry efforts to see that the re- 
sults of counterespionage activities and intelligence 
activities of this Dojpartnent involving those elements 
r-Tc kept within the fewest possible hrjils. A catalogue 
of persons under inveGtigctic^i or su::picion, and what we 
know about them, would b^ of inestinablu service tc 
foreign ngencies; cni infvrmation which could be so 
usi^i connrt be too closely guarded* 

Moreover, disclosure 'f the reports would be of 
serious prejudice to the future usefulness of the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation. As you probably know, 
much si this infonnation is given in confidence and 
can only be obtained upon pledge net to disclose its 
sources* A disclosure of the sources would embarrass 
JnfcriarjatC" Sometimes in th-^ir employiiient, sonetimes 
in their s .^cial relations, rnd in extrene cases might 
even endanger their lives* We regsrd the keeping of 
faith with confidential informants as nn indispensable 
c^aiditian of future efficiency. 

Disclosure of infomation contained In the re- 
ports right also bu the grossest kind of injustice to 
innocent individuals. Investigative repcrts include 
leads and suspicions, and Si.metines even the state- 
ments <)f malicious or nisinf^-^^rrned i^ople. Even though 
later end more complete reports ex-^-neratC; the individuBls, 
the use cf particular or selected reports might consti- 
tute the grossest injustice, and we all knew that e 
correction never catches up with an accusation. 

With respect to fil^s \mich this Comnittee h^.s re<iuested, their disclosure 




would, it seems t: ne, seriously impair the effectiveness of the Employee 
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Loyalty Program. It would subject the persons in tjuestion to a type cf 
double jeopardy which is contrary to sound concepts of gODd government, 
fairness, and justice- It would also inake it extremely difficult, if 
not impossible, for the Federal Bureau of Investigaticxi to perform its 
investigative duties. The? Federal Bweau of Investigation conducts all 
investigations under the Employee Loyalty Program. Lnyalty files, there- 
fore, are for all practical purposes F.B.I, files. Mr. Hoover is here 
to give you his view, \ftxich he has held for mai^r years, of the damaging 
effect that would be caused by the disclosure of such files. I know of 
no one better qualified to speak on this subject. I pjd in thorough ac- 
cord with his views in this regard. 

It is my opinion— for the reasons stated- *th!xt loyalty ond investi- 
gative files should be preserved in strict cjnfidence. 



April 4, 1950 
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Asuaa, Ca — 
l^«ar 

Tour letter dated March 27, 1950, M 
been received and J do want to thank you /or 
your con*ent$ relative to the poettton I haot 
taken uith regard to diocloeing information in 
TBI /iU: 

It occurred to me that you might lik* 
to read the encloeed copy of my etatement before 
the subeownitUe ef the Senate Committet on . 
foreign Belationt on J/aroh 97, 2950» 

Sincerely yourB, . 



jehn Sdgar eoovmt 
Director 
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BepixM to Subcommittee of Senat^ ComMitte^^ 
roreignSitelation$, March 27, 1950/ -CD*^ 



ynn. 




m. 8-19501 

COMM-PBI 





9-< 

I 

:4486 



K - 

V 

v.. 



Ur. J. Edgar fioovery 
Federal Bureau of InTe8tigfttioii« ' 

Wasblngton, D.C. ' , , 

^e&r tfr • Hoover s 

To tne many Toiccs congratulating you on your etand 
In the McCarthy affair, it ia a plaaaure to add aflr few words. I aa 
ao relieved to know that you tave stuck to your guns under toeatry 
pressure that I cannot refrain froa soae e3q?resalon, although I ai 
not a prolific letter writer. 

It has been «y feeling, and the'^feellng of evSy^- 
one I have discussed this natter with, that HcCartfay's unbridled 
license has already caused sufficient damage. To open your files 
to such as he would add immeasurably to the anger and dissension 
already built up. Coogratulationa, and power to your arm. 






Azusa, Calif. 
Uarch 27th, 1950 
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